
Venegas Fall 2012 UCSC Course Proposal for Education and Identity          1 

Writing 2 Redefining America: Undocumented Students in Higher Education 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Writing is about freeing yourself up, about giving yourself the means to be active, to take agency, to 
make changes⎯Gloria Anzaldúa, “Toward a Mestiza Rhetoric…” 1 

 
It is not just what you know, but the way that you know what you know that is shaped by the writing 

that goes on in these courses⎯David Bartholomae, Words From Afar 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Fall 2013       Instructor: Yolanda Santiago Venegas 
Section: 1       Email: yvenegas@mail.sfsu.edu 
Course Meets:       Office:  
Location:       Office Hours: Fri.10:00 a.m-12:00 p.m. 
Course Web Site:      and by appointment 
 
Course Description: 
 
You understand the importance of a college education so here you are!  The theme of this course is 
access to higher education and in particular undocumented students in higher education.  We analyze 
undocumentation as a phenomenon related to social, political, and economic processes of globalization. 
By virtue of your years of experience you are a practical expert on the subject of education, and you are 
now at an important transition point.  In this section of Writing 2 you will become more informed about 
the educational experiences you have had and the educational systems and ways of learning you 
inhabit.  In other words, through reading, writing, revising, and discussing, you will gain a more critical 
consciousness of yourself as an immigrant AB540 student in the University and learn how to process 
and express your journey⎯how to powerfully tell your story.  This course will help you improve your 
skills for the reading, writing, and thinking tasks required of you as a successful student in the 
University.  You will expand your critical thinking about your identity/ies and American education 
through reading, reflection, discussion, and writing, and become self-conscious (in the best sense of the 
word) as students as you begin your university education here at the University of California, Santa 
Cruz.  
 
We will begin by creating a foundation for the work we will do the rest of the quarter.  In these initial 
class meetings we will create a safe space, what John Bean calls a “community of learners,” where you 
can openly process and begin to understand your own educational journey as an immigrant student.  
You will work individually, with a peer, and in groups to compose and adapt your story/ies throughout 
the quarter.   
 
One of the realities of being an AB540 undocumented student is that you must constantly shift from 
your academic work to the work of securing funding to pay for college.  The curriculum in this course 
teaches you a fundamental skill successful AB540 students need to master:  How to effectively shift 
between your academic work and the work of securing funding to cover your educational and living 
expenses.  In order to emulate this throughout the quarter you will shift from working on your writing 
to sessions on the scholarship application process.  The classes on the scholarship application process 
will cover the following topics: 1. How to manage and organize the scholarship application process; 2. 
Finding scholarships; 3. Developing a letter of recommendation portfolio (including how to request and 
get strong letters of recommendation); 4. Creating/revising your resume; and 5. Acing the scholarship 
interview (public speaking).   
 
If you commit the time and effort, you will emerge from this course as a strong scholarship applicant 
and a much stronger writer, reader, and thinker increasingly able to communicate meaningfully in the 
University and beyond! 
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A Note About Pedagogy (The work we will do and why) 
 
While the theme of this course is immigrant students in higher education, the subject of this course is 
writing.  This course is one where you will practice writing and revising regularly.  You can expect to 
write regularly, at least one draft or essay per week.  You will need to develop the habits and the 
discipline of a writer.  You will need a regular schedule, a regular place and time for reading and 
writing.  There is nothing fancy about this.  You need to learn to organize your time so that there is 
time for writing/reading, so that it becomes part of a routine.  I suggest scheduling two hours to read 
and write for every class session (six hours a week in 2 hour blocks).  If you need assistance developing 
your weekly schedule or with time-management issues generally, I am happy to work with you during 
office hours.   Make sure once you schedule your writing/reading time that you do nothing else during 
these sessions.  You need to develop the discipline (or kind of physical training) to focus on the 
writing/reading task at hand only, turn off the phone, internet, etc.  These are writing times, when you 
will be working closely with words, yours and others'.   
 
I believe that the best way to improve as a writer is through revision.  You will be writing regularly, but 
I will also be asking you to revise⎯to step outside your writing to see what it might represent (not just 
what it says), and to make changes.  A writer learns most by returning to his or her work to see what it 
does or doesn't do, by taking the time with an essay and seeing where it might lead.  This class is a 
place where you will practice writing but it is also a place where the writing is expected to change.  I 
will teach you how to read your own writing, how to pay close and critical attention to what you have 
written, and I will teach you how to make this critical attention part of the cycle of production, part of 
your work as a writer.   
 
Required Materials: 
 
American Heritage Dictionary 
How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay 
A printing card to print PDF articles posted on line 
 
You will also need to buy a one-inch binder, a packet of dividers and transparency holders to create 
your scholarship binder.  You should order How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay, Gen and Kelly 
Tanabe (2009 ed.) on-line.   
 
Print out the following on-line sources: 
 
1. The E4FC Financial Aid Guide for College-Bound Undocumented Students, Beleza Chan 2010 
Educators for Fair Consideration available at http://e4fc.org 
2. The College Board Resources for Undocumented Students Guide at 
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/diversity/Repository-Resources-Undocumented-
Students_2012.pdf  
3. “Things I’ll Never Say: Growing Up Undocumented in the United States” Harvard Educational 
Review article available on-line at: http://www.e4fc.org/images/HER_TINS_Fall2011.pdf  
4. Students Informing Now (S.I.N.) Challenge the Racial State in California without Shame . . .  SIN 
Vergüenza! (Journal article available on-line at: http://www.eric.ed.gov/  
 
Additional course readings will be selected from the following sources: 
 
Leo R. Chavez, Shadowed Lives: Undocumented Immigrants in American Society 
Alejandra Rincón, Undocumented Immigrants and Higher Education 
UCLA Center for Labor Research and Education, Underground Undergrads 
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Oliverez, Paz M. 2006. “Ready But Restricted: An Examination Of The Challenges Of College Access 
And Financial Aid For College-Ready Undocumented Students In The U.S.” Ph.D. dissertation, 
Department of Education, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 
Perry, Andre M. 2006. “Toward a Theoretical Framework for Membership: The Case of 
Undocumented Immigrants and Financial Aid for Postsecondary Education.” The Review of Higher 
Education 30:1.  
Rubio-Marin, Ruth. 2000. Immigration as a Democratic Challenge Citizenship and Inclusion in 
Germany and the United States. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.  
Douglas Massey, "Understanding Mexican Migration to the United States" 
Grace Change, Disposable Domestics: Immigrant Women Workers in the Global Economy 
Carey McWilliams Factories in the Fields 
Bosniak, Linda, The Citizen and the Alien 
De Genova, Nicholas. 2005. Working the Boundaries: Race, Space, and “Illegality” 
 
Other resources we will use in class: 
Pew Hispanic Center http://pewhispanic.org 
Educators for Fair Consideration http://e4fc.org/ 
 
Film: (Un)documentary 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
The course is designed with several overlapping objectives 
 
1. To improve your skills for the reading, writing, and thinking tasks required of you as a successful 
student in the University  
 
2. To teach you about the scholarship application process and help you develop the skills you need in 
order to be a strong scholarship applicant.  
 
3. To help you gain a critical consciousness of yourself as an immigrant AB540 student in the 
University and teach you how to process and express your journey⎯how to powerfully tell your story  
 
 
Course Outcomes: 
 
In this course you will:  
 
1. Write at least five relatively short essays (up to 1250 words) and read a variety of texts, including a 
significant amount of nonfiction that employs argument and analysis. 
2. Learn strategies for reading challenging texts -- that is, to understand a text’s purpose or purposes 
and to follow its train of thought, to begin to be aware of nuance and emphasis, and to be able to relate 
specific examples and statements to larger topics or claims. 
3. Learn strategies for analyzing and criteria for evaluating opinions, interpretations, and arguments 
(propositions about things that cannot be proved) and learn the academic uses of words such as 
argument, hypothesis, theory, assumption, claim, etc. 
4. Learn to analyze their processes as writers, develop strategies for enhancing those processes, and 
evaluate the results, all in relation to the particular demands of particular assignments. Students’ 
attention to process includes: 

-Learning specific strategies for invention and revision in relation to the quality of content as well 
as its clarity and accuracy. 
-Learning the importance of a writer’s purpose and audience and relevant conventions in relation 
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to focus, coherence, and effectiveness. 
−Learning to take charge of their proof reading and editing in standard professional English by 
analyzing their weaknesses and developing a plan for eliminating error. 
-Learn oral communication skills for effective participation in discussions as well as for formal 
presentations. 

 
As we move through the quarter we will achieve the class goals through the following assignments:  
 
Reading Assignments:  Careful reading is crucial to your work in this class.  You should plan to read 
each assigned reading twice before we begin to discuss it in class.  The first time through you should 
read it quickly to get a sense of what the writer is doing, what the reading is about.  Then you should 
read through a second time, this time working more closely and deliberately with the text, focusing on 
those sections that seem difficult, puzzling, or mysterious.  If you are having a hard time understanding 
the reading, review the Questions for a Second Reading as these are designed to provide entries into the 
texts for you.  You should read with a pen or pencil in hand marking the text in a way that will help you 
when you go back to it (particularly when you go back to it as a writer).  If you can't bring yourself to 
write in the book, there are post its and reading flags available that you can use for this purpose.  The 
readings become more challenging as the term progresses, and I expect the assigned readings will give 
you much to think about as you shape and reshape your own responses, and as you think about your 
own position as a writer and as a student who has encountered various myths of education.  You will 
have time in the course to build, modify, and rethink your writing about these texts in light of other 
readers’ responses, and as you gain a richer sense of context from the other assigned readings, your 
other coursework, and outside (of the classroom) activities during the fall term.   
 
Critical Reading Logs:  The introduction to Ways of Reading (which you will read later today) 
encourages you to become “strong readers” of “strong texts” and to learn to read both “with and against 
the grain.”  I ask you to work toward that by keeping a Critical Reading Log, in which you will 
regularly respond in a variety of ways to the assigned readings.  One of the primary ways you will 
engage the texts in your Critical Reading Log is by writing a Difficulty Paper.  A Difficulty Paper 
assignment will help you pay greater attention to what your mind is doing as you read and will allow 
you to explore a text in greater depth.  Difficulty Papers help you develop a repertoire of meaning 
construction strategies for reading and writing and to know both how and when to use them.  I will 
grade the Critical Reading Logs using a √- (70%), √ (80%), √+  (90%) (and will explain to you what 
these mean when I assign the first CRL. 
 
Writing Assignments:  Essay Assignments and Portfolio Evaluation: Over the course of our 11 weeks 
together you will write three separate essays, each one informed by the assigned readings and class 
discussions.  The sequence of the essays is designed to reproduce, in a condensed period of time, the 
rhythm and texture of academic life.  Each week you will write one essay or revise one essay.  Each 
essay will have three separate due dates: a draft workshop due date (when you will listen to and offer 
peer commentary on your work), an essay due date (when you will turn in the paper for instructor 
comments), and a revision due date (when you will rethink and rewrite the essay for a final grade).  
You will be required to revise (multiple times, if you wish) all the writing you do in this course.  Here’s 
how it works: you complete all writing assignments (including those multiple drafts) by the due dates 
listed on the syllabus.  NOTE: late papers will not be accepted.  I will read individual essays carefully 
each week and write comments on them. I spend a lot of time on these comments and I will expect you 
to take the time to read what I have written.  All of our energy and attention—yours and mine—will be 
directed toward the revision process, a process most successful writers, and virtually all professional 
writers, take very seriously.  The best way to read my comments is to start at the beginning of your 
essay, reread what you have written, and stop to read my comments along the way.  This is how I write 
the marginal comments, while I am reading.  They show my reactions and suggestions at that moment.  
The final comment is where I make a summary statement about your essay.  As you read my comments 



Venegas Fall 2012 UCSC Course Proposal for Education and Identity          5 

know that my goal is to provide you with comments designed to help you revise the work into a more 
effective piece of writing. 
 
If your work seems thoughtless or quickly done, I will notice.  I have taught writing for years and know 
when writers are working hard and when they are fooling around.  I will tell you if I think you are 
fooling around. 
 
I will assign grades throughout this work—first when you turn in the essay (a preliminary, unofficial, 
estimated grade to give you a sense of how you are doing in terms of course expectations and grading 
standards) and then when you revise the essay (the grade that will count as a part of your overall course 
grade).  When I assess your writing I will be looking primarily at the progress from draft to draft.  At 
the end of the term you will resubmit your work in a portfolio, which I will talk about as we get close to 
the end of the term.  Be sure to keep all of your assignments, you will need to submit them in your 
final portfolio. 
 
Reading Logs, Reading Quizzes, Peer-reviews  
Your critical Reading Logs, reading quizzes, peer-review written feedback and other assignments will 
be graded using a √+, √, and √- system.  These correspond to A excellent thoughtful work, B good 
completed work, and C incomplete work or work that needs improvement.  If you are absent or 
otherwise miss any of these assignments you will receive a 0.   
 
Conferences:  We will meet individually to discuss drafts and revision.  These are required meetings.  
Missing a conference with your instructor is like missing a class (and we are not likely to be able to 
reschedule your conference).  You need to bring to the conference all of the work you have done 
thus far.  I will also ask you to prepare an agenda (a list of items you wish to discuss) and bring this 
agenda with you.  In addition to mandatory conferences, I expect you to stop by my office (during 
office hours and/or by appointment) and to seek assistance from your peer educator whenever you need 
help. 
 
Attendance and Class Participation:  I will reproduce your papers and use them for class discussion 
(with your name removed).  Much of our class time will be spent discussing copies of your essays.  
This is as important to your education as the time you spend alone working on your writing.  I expect 
you to attend all classes.  If you are absent you are not taking the course and I will ask you to drop.  
From what you have already read it should be clear that attendance is crucial to achieve the learning 
goals and objectives of the course.  You must be here, every day, on time, prepared. We will make the 
content of the course together in discussion in this classroom. We cannot reproduce for you the 
discussions you miss when you do not attend class. Consequently you cannot pass this class without 
attending regularly.  Absences will be reflected in your course grade: your Attendance and Participation 
grade will drop 5% for each day you are absent. Your class participation grade begins to be affected 
upon the first absence, and I will consider the student who misses more than five classes dropped from 
the class. If you must miss a class, let me know in advance, if possible, or in the case of last-minute 
situations, leave a message for me.  You may not make up any in-class work you miss, but you will be 
responsible for all assignments made, and all material covered, in your absence.  Class will begin on 
time.  If you are late more than once, I will ask you to begin meeting with me to develop and evaluate a 
time management plan.   
 
Similarly, all written work must be completed on schedule.  Because you will be writing every week, 
and because one week's work will lead to the next assignment, you cannot afford to fall behind.  Once 
again, I will not accept work that is late.  If you are not doing the writing, you are not taking the course.   
 
Grade Weights: 
Essay 1 10% 
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Essay 2 10% 
Essay 3 15% 
Essay 4 15% 
Portfolio:  Revision of essays, reflection 25% 
Critical Reading Logs, Peer-reviews, 
Quizzes 

15% 

Class participation (attendance and 
preparation) 

10% 

 
Academic Integrity:  Consult www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-
Integrity.cfm. “The University is committed to academic excellence and integrity. Students are 
expected to do their own work and to cite any sources they use. A student who is guilty of a dishonest 
act in an examination, paper, or other work required for a course, or who assists others in such an act, 
may, at the discretion of the instructor, receive a grade of “F” for the course.” If you have questions or 
concerns about how or when to cite sources speak to me before you hand in your paper. 
 
Disability Accommodation:   
 
Standard academic formatting: All writing assignments should be double-spaced, in 12-point font, 
with one-inch margins all around.  Unless otherwise specified, you should follow this formatting on all 
writing assignments in the University.  Also please be sure to include a footer with your name, 
assignment title and page numbers. 
 
Syllabus and Course Schedule  
subject to change to suit the needs of the class 
 
WEEK 1 Introduction  
 
Thursday Sep 29 
 
Review of the work & routine of this course.  I will ask you to complete an assessment of needs 
questionnaire in the last ten minutes of the class after you have been introduced to each other & the 
course plan. 
 
*Order the required book How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay 
 
Homework: 
Read⎯ Read: Introduction to Ways of Reading and read through the E4FC scholarship list.  Decide 
which 3 scholarships you will write for in this class.   
 
WEEK 2  
 
Tuesday October 2 Strong Readers and Writers 
 
Reading Quiz 
 
Review the course workload: reading/writing requirements,  
Introduce Critical Reading Log 1: Difficulty Paper, Practice engaging difficulty-difficulty paper  
 
Write: Critical Reading Log #1 "Difficulty Paper" on Introduction to Ways of Reading Due Thursday 
 
*you should set-up an appointment to meet your tutor to review you first draft of Essay 1 * 
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Thursday October 4: How to Find Scholarships: Organizing and Managing Your Search  
 
*We will meet in the computer lab this week* 
 
Organizing & managing the scholarship application process 
How to find scholarships 
 
Read How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay 
 
 
WEEK 3  
 
Tuesday October 9: Preparation for Essay 1  
 
Discussion of Ways of Reading: writing as a form of critical inquiry, integrated reading and writing, 
engaged difficulty 
 
Read: Freire, "The Banking Concept of Education" and selection from "Helping Students Read 
Difficult Texts" posted on-line 
 
Thursday October 11 Essay 1: What Does Education Mean to You? 
 
In-class group work on Freire in preparation for Essay 1 
 
Write: Essay # 1 1st Draft Applying Freire To Your Own Experience as a Student  
[Sequence One, Assignment 1 pg. 730] 
 
Essay 1: The Meaning of Education Reflection Essay:  In this essay students will have the opportunity 
to reflect on where they are now, on the meaning of education.  They will be prompted to think about 
and write on the following questions: Why do you want a higher education?  What does a higher 
education mean to you?  What does it mean to your family?  What does it mean to your community? 
What do you hope to accomplish with your higher education? (4 pages) 
 
WEEK 4 
 
Tuesday October 16 Getting Strong Letters of Recommendation  
 
Part 1: Developing relationships with potential letter writers; how to ask for a letter; how to develop a 
portfolio to give to your letter writer; what goes in the portfolio (40 min.) 
Part 2: GUEST SPEAKER TBA: Developing a good resume or curriculum vitae and adapting it to 
make a match (40 min.) 
 
Homework: Read How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay.  Review the required reading materials 
and make sure you have everything required as we will be moving fast through the rest of the quarter 
 
 
Thursday October 18 Workshop and Revise Essay 1 
 
Reviewing vs. Proofreading 
 
Draft Essay #1 workshop (bring 2 copies to class) 
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Read: "Shitty First Drafts" and “Getting the most out of the peer-review process”⎯purpose, rational, 
procedure articles posted on line 
Write: Revise Essay 1 
 
WEEK 5 
 
Tuesday October 23 Developing Your Resume 
 
Essay 1 Due 
 
Guest Speaker: UCSC Career Center resume workshop  
 
Read: SIN Article, Things I’ll Never Say 
  
Thursday October 25: Write Essay 2 Your Family Immigration Story 
 
ESSAY 2: Family Immigration Story: Students will create an immigration timeline and narrate their 
family’s immigration story (3 pages)  
 
WEEK 6  
 
Tuesday October 30 Workshop and Revise Essay 2 
 
Read: Introduction to Undocumented Students in Higher Education and review, SIN article and Things 
I’ll Never Say 
 
Thursday November 1 
 
WEEK 7 Discussion of readings above 
 
**Required Teacher-Student Conferences this week; sign up in class** 
 
Essay 2 Due 
 
Introduce dialectical reading journal 
 
Write: Dialectical reading journal for one of the readings above due Tuesday 
 
Tuesday November 6: Write Your First Scholarship Essay  
 
Understanding Scholarship Essay Prompts 
 
We will have three scholarship writing days, one for each essay.  Each of those days you will do the 
following: learn how to break down a prompt (practice breaking down the prompts you have selected); 
learn how to create an outline once you break down the prompt; practice writing-making the match 
between you and the scholarship mission; do in-workshop reading to analyze essays that work and why 
they are successful 

Preparation for your first essay; you will bring the prompt and application of the first scholarship essay 
and we will break down the prompt in workshop:  We will spend the first 40 minutes of workshop 
breaking down prompts and creating outlines for the prompts we look at; in the last half of the class 
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you will write (begin) your first scholarship essay and in the last 15 minutes share with the rest of us 
what you wrote. 
 
Homework: 
Write:  Your first scholarship essay due in workshop on Tuesday Oct. 9; bring one copy 
 
Thursday November 8 Workshop and Revise Your First Essay  
 
We will spend a few minutes at the beginning of class reviewing resources available on the E4FC 
website 
 
Peer-Review workshop of your first essay; you will work in pairs doing guided peer review of your 
first essay; each pair will report back to the group at the end 
 
Homework: 
Revise your first essay and visit the E4FC website, what resources can you tap into?  
 
WEEK 8 
 
Tuesday November 13 How to Find Scholarships Continued: Making the Match   
 
Making the Match: From How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay, Gen and Kelly Tanabe 2006 
(pages 26-30); How to approach the search for scholarships and, once you find the ones that match your 
interests, how to adapt your materials so that you match what they are looking for.  You will complete a 
Making the Match worksheet in workshop to practice this critical skill 
 
Thursday November 15: Write Second Scholarship Essay 
 
In-class work on your second essay; Begin your second essay in class; students will bring the prompt 
and application of their second scholarship essay; they will write and be ready to break down the 
prompt in workshop. 
 
Homework: 
Write:  Your second scholarship essay 
Read: Anzaldúa “Towards a Mestiza Rhetoric” and other selections on voice and creating a narrative 
persona 
 
WEEK 9 
 
Tuesday November 20 Workshop and Revise Your Second Essay 
 
Discussion of reading above  
 
Peer-Review workshop of your second essay; you will read draft 1 of your second essay in class and 
receive guided feedback from everyone in the workshop 
 
Homework: 
 
Thursday: November 22 
 
No Class Thanksgiving Break 
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WEEK 10 
 
Tuesday November 27: Write Your Third Scholarship Application Essay  
 
In-class work on your third essay; begin your third essay in class; students will bring the prompt and 
application of their third scholarship essay they; will write and be ready to break down the prompt in 
workshop 
 
Homework: 
Write:  Your third scholarship essay 
 
Thursday November: Workshop and Revise Your Third Scholarship Essay  
 
Peer-Review workshop of your third scholarship essay; you will read draft 1 of your second essay in 
class and receive guided feedback from everyone in the workshop 
 
Homework: Revise your essay  
 
WEEK 11 
 
Tuesday December 4 
 
Thursday December 6 Portfolio Workshop 
 
Review rational, purpose, processes (what to include, how to organize materials, writing the reflection 
letter) 
 
Begin Reflection letter in class 
 
WEEK 12 
 
Tuesday December 11: How to Ace the Scholarship Interview 
 
Guest Speaker: TBA 
 
Part 1 Key interview tips to help you ace the scholarship interviews (40 min.) 
Part 2 Mock interview fishbowl activity (40 min.) 
 
Read: Winning Interview Strategies and Real Interview Questions and Answers in How to Write a 
Winning Scholarship Essay 
 
Thursday December 13 Wrap-up and Course Evaluation 
 
Course wrap up 
 
I will ask you to complete a narrative evaluation of course and answer some questions to be used for 
course assessment 
 
WEEK 13 Finals Week 
 
Students will organize and read one of their essays to campus community 
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Final portfolios due including your final revision of essay 1 or 2 
 


