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 Writer’s Autobiography or Collage 
Assignment Due Week 2 

—Bring 2 copies— 
 

WRITER’S AUTBIOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT 
 

 The purpose of this assignment is to help us understand who you are as a writer 
and to encourage you to consciously explore who you are as a writer, your relationship to 
your writing, and your writing process.  You can complete your writer’s autobiography in 
one of two ways: by writing a “History and Description of Yourself as a Writer” essay or 
by constructing a Writer’s Collage about You as a Writer and How You Write.  Please 
bring 2 copies of your writer’s autobiography to class. 
 

Option 1: History and Description of Yourself as a Writer 
 

3 double-spaced pages in 12 point font with one-inch margins all around 
 
 In your own words, create a portrait or picture of yourself as a writer, reader, and 
thinker.  You can include your own personal, community, family, educational, and 
intellectual history.  There is not right or wrong way to write this essay, it is meant as an 
opportunity for you to take time to relfect on you experience as a writer, reader, and 
thinker and on your relationship to these tasks.  There are many ways to begin this 
examination, below are some questions that may provide an entry or beginning point for 
your Writer's Autobiography Relfection Essay.  You can select one or a few of these 
questions to create your autobiography, or use them to prompt your own.   
 
• Do you see yourself as a writer?  Why or why not? 
• If you do see yourself as a writer, how/when did you begin to think of yourself writer?  
• Who are you as a writer?   
• Who are you as a thinker? 
• Why do you write? 
• When and why do you write? 
• What processes do you use when you write?  or What is your writing process?  
• What kinds of writing have you done?   
• What do you like to write? or What do you not like to write? 
• What are your strenghts and weaknesses as a writer? 
• Do you do any writing outside of the writing required for your courses? If so explain   
• What kind of writing do you most enjoy and why?  
• Do you enjoy writing? Why or why not?  
• What part of writing is the most difficult for you? What part of writing comes easy? 
 
 If you don't see yourself as writer, you can take this opportunity to explore why 
that is the case.  This is not a formal essay yet you should provide enough detail to help 
me and your peers understand you as a writer, reader, and thinker.  Another objective of 
this assignment is to better understand what you hope to get out of this course.   
 



English114•Venegas• Revised 4/18/10• page 2 

You already completed the Writing Needs Questionnaire in class today.  For homework, 
read the essay's by Anzaldúa below.  When you turn in your Writer's Autobiography we 
will use your Autobiographies, your reaponses to the Writing Needs Quuestionnaire, and 
the essays below to set the goals for the class 
 
For next class read: Anzaldúa’s “Letter to Third World Women Writers” and “Tlilli, 
Tlapalli/ The Path of the Red and White Ink” and “Toward a Mestiza Rhetoric: Gloria 
Anzaldúa on Composition and Postcoloniality” interview with Adrea A. Lunsford.  
 

Option 2: A Collage About You as a Writer and How You Write 
 

Six double-spaced pages in 12 point font with one inch margins all around 
 
 You can find a short sample collage from Peter Elbow’s Everyone Can Write 
(Chapter 14) in your course reader.  The only coveat with this seemingly easier option is 
that you will have to present your Autobiographical Collage to the class in a seven-
minute oral presentation. 
 
 Copy assignment from A Community of Writers p 12-13 
 
 


