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Critical Thinking and Writing 1 
Education and Identity: 

Examining Myths of Education:  Selfhood, Success and Purpose 
 

It is not just what you know, but the way that you know what you know that is shaped by the writing that goes 
on in these courses⎯David Bartholomae, Words From Afar 

 
Professor: Yolanda Venegas   Email: yvenegas@mail.sfsu.edu (the best way to reach me) 
Office: St Josephs Hall Rm 204  Office Hours: 10:00 AM-12:00 PM Fri. and by appointment 
Mailbox: St Josephs Hall Rm 222  Office Phone:  x4953 
Location:      Section 61837 MWF 1:00PM-2:05 PM ENGR 108  
      Section 60504 MWF 3:30PM-4:35 PM ENGR 107  

 
Course Description: 
 
You recognize the importance of a college education (so here you are!), but have you examined your beliefs 
about your own schooling and learning?  By virtue of your years of experience, you are a practical expert on the 
subject of education, and you are now at an important transition point.  In this section of CTW 1 (and later, 2), 
you will become more informed about the educational experiences you have had and the educational systems 
and ways of learning you inhabit.  You will expand your critical thinking about your identity/ies and American 
education through reading, reflection, discussion, and writing, and become self-conscious (in the best sense of 
the word) as students as you begin your university education here at Santa Clara.  
 
In Particular, in this section of CTW, we are dedicated to expanding our understanding of what education really 
means by reading, writing, and reflecting on different ways of learning and thinking.  The essays you will read 
confront the relationship between the individual and structured ways of thinking represented by schooling.  Each 
essay presents a method, a way of seeing and questioning education.  The writing assignments have you moving in 
for careful reading of the texts, and moving out to apply this new frame of reference to your own experience.  We 
will first consider what it means to become a literate individual, from various points of view, through our early 
readings on the purpose of education, and though the theories of visionary educator, Paulo Freire.  Freire will 
provide us with a means of critiquing our own education and of beginning to think about what it might mean to 
engage education as the practice of freedom and individual and collective transformation.  Adrienne Rich argues that 
there are, or should be, ways of using language that can enable a person to break free from the limiting ways of 
thinking that are part of our culture of schooling and provide us with clues about how we may begin to break the 
hold of tradition and "know it differently than we have ever known it."  Mary Louise Pratt takes the conversation 
into the classroom to examine the classroom as an imagined community and discusses the nature of student 
participation.  While the autohístorias of Gloria Anzaldúa pay close attention to the relationship between education 
and identity.   
 
While the theme of this course is Education and Identity, the subject of this course is writing.  This course is one 
where you will practice writing and revising regularly.  You can expect to write regularly, at least one draft or essay 
per week.  You will need to develop the habits and the discipline of a writer.  You will need a regular schedule, a 
regular place and time for reading and writing.  There is nothing fancy about this.  You need to learn to organize 
your time so that there is time for writing/reading, so that it becomes part of a routine.  I suggest scheduling two 
hours to read and write for every class session (six hours a week in 2 hour blocks).  If you need assistance 
developing your weekly schedule or with time-management issues generally, I am happy to work with you during 
office hours.   Make sure once you schedule your writing/reading time that you do nothing else during these 
sessions.  You need to develop the discipline (or kind of physical training) to focus on the writing/reading task at 
hand only, turn off the phone, internet, etc.  These are writing times, when you will be working closely with words, 
yours and others'.   
 
The essential work of any writing course is revision.  There is more to writing than first thoughts, first drafts, and 
first pages.  A writer learns most by returning to his or her work to see what it does or doesn't do, by taking the time 
with an essay and seeing where it might lead.  This class is a place where you will practice writing but it is also a 
place where the writing is expected to change.  You will be writing regularly, but I will also be asking you to 
revise⎯to step outside your writing to see what it might represent (not just what it says), and to make changes.  I 
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will teach you how to read your own writing, how to pay close and critical attention to what you have written, and I 
will teach you how to make this critical attention part of the cycle of production, part of your work as a writer.   
 
Required Materials: 
 
Ways of Reading (8th Edition) David Bartholomae and Anthony Petrosky 
The St. Martins Handbook Lunsford 
American Heritage Dictionary 
A Composition Notebook (lined or blank) 
A 1 inch binder to store your work that will becoome your portfolio  
 
*You will use these materials for the next quarter 
 
ANGEL:  You will find our course site at http://angel.scu.edu. You will need to check the ANGEL site 
regularly (at least once between each class meeting) for assignments, on-line activities, course updates and 
changes. You will also note that all class materials (syllabus, assignments, handouts) are stored here. 

Critical Thinking & Writing 1 Learning Goals 

• Critical Thinking: The ability to identify, reflect upon, evaluate, integrate, and apply different types of 
information and knowledge to form independent judgments.  You will experience writing, reading, and other 
critical thinking processes as a way to learn. 

• Complexity: An approach to understanding the world that appreciates ambiguity and nuance as well as 
clarity and precision.  You will become a critical thinker and writer increasingly aware of historical, cultural, 
and social contexts, and increasingly sensitive to the significance of cultural and other differences. 

• Communication: Interacting effectively with different audiences, especially through writing, speech, and 
second language.  You will learn to contextualize your own ideas and the ideas of others through rhetorical 
analysis, logical reasoning, and information literacy.  (adapted from SCU Core Curriculum) 

 
CTW 1 Outcomes and Objectives 
At the end of the course students will  

1.1. Read and write with a critical point of view that displays depth of thought and is mindful of the 
rhetorical situation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity, Communication) 

1.2. Write essays that contain well-supported, arguable theses and that demonstrate personal engagement and 
clear purpose. (Critical Thinking, Communication; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 

1.3. Reflect on and/or analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, of different modes 
of presentation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 

1.4. Reflect on the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range 
of writing and thinking tasks. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 

As we move through the quarter we will achieve the class goals through the following assignments:  
 
Reading Assignments (1.1, 1.3, 1.4):  Careful reading is crucial to your work in this class.  You should plan to 
read each assigned reading twice before we begin to discuss it in class.  The first time through you should read it 
quickly to get a sense of what the writer is doing, what the reading is about.  Then you should read through a 
second time, this time working more closely and deliberately with the text, focusing on those sections that seem 
difficult, puzzling, or mysterious.  If you are having a hard time understanding the reading, review the Questions 
for a Second Reading as these are designed to provide entries into the texts for you.  You should read with a pen 
or pencil in hand marking the text in a way that will help you when you go back to it (particularly when you go 
back to it as a writer).  If you can't bring yourself to write in the book, there are post its and reading flags 
available that you can use for this purpose.  The readings become more challenging as the term progresses, and I 
expect the assigned readings will give you much to think about as you shape and reshape your own responses, 
and as you think about your own position as a writer and as a student who has encountered various myths of 
education.  You will have time in the course to build, modify, and rethink your writing about these texts in light 
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of other readers’ responses, and as you gain a richer sense of context from the other assigned readings, your 
other coursework, and outside (of the classroom) activities during the fall term.   
 
Critical Reading Logs (1.2, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4):  The introduction to Ways of Reading (which you will read later 
today) encourages you to become “strong readers” of “strong texts” and to learn to read both “with and against 
the grain.”  I ask you to work toward that by keeping a Critical Reading Log, in which you will regularly 
respond in a variety of ways to the assigned readings.  One of the primary ways you will engage the texts in your 
Critical Reading Log is by writing a Difficulty Paper.  A Difficulty Paper assignment will help you pay greater 
attention to what your mind is doing as you read and will allow you to explore a text in greater depth.  Difficulty 
Papers help you develop a repertoire of meaning construction strategies for reading and writing and to know 
both how and when to use them.  I will grade the Critical Reading Logs using a √- (70%), √ (80%), √+  (90%) 
(and will explain to you what these mean when I assign the first CRL. 
 
Writing Assignments (1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4):  Essay Assignments and Portfolio Evaluation: Over the course of our 
11 weeks together you will write three separate essays, each one informed by the assigned readings and class 
discussions.  The sequence of the essays is designed to reproduce, in a condensed period of time, the rhythm and 
texture of academic life.  Each week you will write one essay or revise one essay.  Each essay will have three 
separate due dates: a draft workshop due date (when you will listen to and offer peer commentary on your work), 
an essay due date (when you will turn in the paper for instructor comments), and a revision due date (when you 
will rethink and rewrite the essay for a final grade).  You will be required to revise (multiple times, if you wish) 
all the writing you do in this course.  Here’s how it works: you complete all writing assignments (including those 
multiple drafts) by the due dates listed on the syllabus.  NOTE: late papers will not be accepted.  I will read 
individual essays carefully each week and write comments on them. I spend a lot of time on these comments and 
I will expect you to take the time to read what I have written.  All of our energy and attention—yours and 
mine—will be directed toward the revision process, a process most successful writers, and virtually all 
professional writers, take very seriously.  The best way to read my comments is to start at the beginning of your 
essay, reread what you have written, and stop to read my comments along the way.  This is how I write the 
marginal comments, while I am reading.  They show my reactions and suggestions at that moment.  The final 
comment is where I make a summary statement about your essay.  As you read my comments know that my goal 
is to provide you with comments designed to help you revise the work into a more effective piece of writing. 
 
If your work seems thoughtless or quickly done, I will notice.  I have taught writing for years and know when 
writers are working hard and when they are fooling around.  I will tell you if I think you are fooling around. 
 
I will assign grades throughout this work—first when you turn in the essay (a preliminary, unofficial, estimated 
grade to give you a sense of how you are doing in terms of course expectations and grading standards) and then 
when you revise the essay (the grade that will count as a part of your overall course grade).  When I assess your 
writing I will be looking primarily at the progress from draft to draft.  At the end of the term you will resubmit 
your work in a portfolio, which I will talk about as we get close to the end of the term.  Be sure to keep all of 
your assignments, you will need to submit them in your final portfolio. 
 
Your critical Reading Logs, reading quizzes, peer-review written feedback and other assignments will be graded 
using a √+, √, and √- system.  These correspond to A excellent thoughtful work, B good completed work, and C 
incomplete work or work that needs improvement.  If you are abscent or otherwise miss any of these 
assignments you will receive a 0.   
 
Conferences:  We will meet individually to discuss drafts and revision.  These are required meetings.  Missing a 
conference with your instructor is like missing a class (and we are not likely to be able to reschedule your 
conference).  You need to bring to the conference all of the work you have done thus far, your composition 
notebook, and your grammar handbook.  I will also ask you to prepare an agenda (a list of items you wish to 
discuss) and bring this agenda with you.  In addition to mandatory conferences, I expect you to stop by my office 
(during office hours and/or by appointment) and to seek assistance from your peer educator whenever you need 
help. 
 
Attendance and Class Participation:  I will reproduce your papers and use them for class discussion (with your 
name removed).  Much of our class time will be spent discussing copies of your essays.  This is as important to 
your education as the time you spend alone working on your writing.  I expect you to attend all classes.  If you 
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are absent you are not taking the course and I will ask you to drop.  From what you have already read it should 
be clear that attendance is crucial to achieve the learning goals and objectives of the course.  You must be here, 
every day, on time, prepared. We will make the content of the course together in discussion in this classroom. 
We cannot reproduce for you the discussions you miss when you do not attend class. Consequently you cannot 
pass this class without attending regularly.  Absences will be reflected in your course grade: your Attendance 
and Participation grade will drop 5% for each day you are abscent. Your class participation grade begins to be 
affected upon the first absence, and I will consider the student who misses more than five classes dropped from 
the class. If you must miss a class, let me know in advance, if possible, or in the case of last-minute situations, 
leave a message for me.  You may not make up any in-class work you miss, but you will be responsible for all 
assignments made, and all material covered, in your absence.  Class will begin on time.  If you are late more 
than once, I will ask you to begin meeting with me to develop and evaluate a time management plan.   
 
Similarly, all written work must be completed on schedule.  Because you will be writing every week, and 
because one week's work will lead to the next assignment, you cannot afford to fall behind.  Once again, I will 
not accept work that is late.  If you are not doing the writing, you are not taking the course.   
 
Extra Credit:  Throughout the quarter you will have the opportunity to complete optional extra credit 
assignments, each of these will add up to 1% to your final course grade. 
 
Grade Weights: 
Essay 1 20% 
Essay 2 20% 
Essay 3 20% 
Portfolio:  Revision of essays, reflection 15% 
Critical Reading Logs, Exercises, Pairs 
Presentations, Quizzes 

15% 

Class participation (attendance and 
preparation) 

10% 

 
Academic Integrity:  Consult www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-Integrity.cfm. “The 
University is committed to academic excellence and integrity. Students are expected to do their own work and to 
cite any sources they use. A student who is guilty of a dishonest act in an examination, paper, or other work 
required for a course, or who assists others in such an act, may, at the discretion of the instructor, receive a grade 
of “F” for the course.” If you have questions or concerns about how or when to cite sources speak to me before 
you hand in your paper. 
 
Disability Accommodation:  To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must contact 
Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Kenna (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-5445.  Students 
must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving accommodations. 
 
Syllabus and Course Schedule (subject to change to suit the needs of the class) 
**Primary readings listed below.  Regularly, key supplementary online articles will be announced in class. 
**Please bring Ways of Reading to class, every class 
**For all drafts of assignments listed below, please bring 3 copies for in-class workshop/discussion. 
**During revision weeks, if there is no activity listed we will be working with your essays/writing in class 
 
WEEK 1  
 
Monday 9/20 
 
Introduction to students, professor, course theme, Review of the work & routine of this course 
 
Read: Introduction to Ways of Reading and find a picture and create your photo index card 
 
Wednesday 9/22 
 
Reading Quiz 
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Review the course workload: reading/writing requirements,  
Introduce Critical Reading Log 1: Difficulty Paper, Practice engaging difficulty-difficulty paper  
 
Write: Critical Reading Log #1 "Difficulty Paper" on Introduction to Ways of Reading Due Monday 9/27 
 
Friday 9/24 
 
Discussion of Ways of Reading: writing as a form of critical inquiry, integrated reading and writing, engaged 
difficulty 
 
Read: Freire, "The Banking Concept of Education" and selection from "Helping Students Read Difficult Texts" 
posted on Angel 
 
WEEK 2 
 
Monday 9/27 
 
In-class group work on Freire in preparation for Essay 1 
 
Write: Essay # 1 1st Draft Applying Freire To Your Own Experience as a Student Due Wed 9/29 
[Sequence One, Assignment 1 pg 730] 
 
Read: Getting the most out of the peer-review process⎯purpose, rational, procedure articles posted on Angel 
 
Wednesday 9/29 
 
Reviewing vs Proofreading 
 
Draft Essay #1 workshop (bring 2 copies to class) 
 
Read: Articles posted on Angel "Shitty First Drafts" and "Proofreading Strategies: The Skill We've Neglected to 
Teach"  
 
Write: Revise Essay #1 
 
Friday 10/1 
 
Introduction to grammar handbook (flag the sections you know you will need to reference), on-line writing 
resources, creating your own grammar handbook 
 
Essay #1 2nd draft (Instructor Draft) Due 
 
Read: Adrianne Rich "When We Dead Awaken: Writing as Revision" 
and Nancy Sommers "Revision Strategies of ..." and "Proofreading: The Skill We've Neglected to Teach" on 
proofreading on Angel 
 
 
WEEK 3  
 
Monday 10/4 
 
Essay #1 Returned⎯If your essay indicates that you need to see me, please stop by this week during office hours 
 
Discussion "Shitty First Drafts" and "Proofreading: The Skill We've Neglected to Teach" 
 
Write: Revise Essay 1 
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Wednesday 10/6 
 
Quick Review of Peer-Review Sheet 
 
Workshop Essay 1 Draft 2 
 
Write: CRL Difficulty Paper on Rich "When We Dead Awaken: Writing as Revision" 
 
Friday 10/8 
 
Final Draft of Essay 1 Due 
 
Proofread Your Own Essay on turn-in date 
Process Journal 
Anticipation/Prewriting for Rich 
 
 
WEEK 4 
 
Monday 10/11 
 
Student-led Discussion of Rich 
 
Write: CRL 2 Prewriting for Essay 2 
 
Wednesday 10/13 
 
Integrating Sources In-Class Exercise working with student papers in-class using handout and groups of 3 or 4 
(in-class work with papers in groups with guided handout) 
 
Write: Essay 2 Rich, pg. 731 
 
Friday 10/15 
 
Essay 1 Returned (one week turn around) 
 
Finish Wed work with student papers 
Essay 2 Prewriting actiivity 
Explain how you will grade essay 2 
 
WEEK 5  
 
Monday 10/18 
 
First Draft of Essay 2 Due  
 
On-line resources presentation 
Peer-Review Workshop 
 
**Optional conferences start this week from 11-12:00 MWF** 
 
Write:  CRL Feedback/Peer-Review Sheet of Essay 2 you workshoped today⎯Due Friday 10/22 
 
Wednesday 10/20 
 
Essay 2 Draft 2 (after first peer-review) Due 
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Student-led discussion of Rich and Freire 
 
Write: CRL #4 Two-page response to Essay 2 Draft 2 (assignment guide on Angel)⎯Due Friday 10/22 
 
Friday 10/22 
 
Mid-Quarter Course Evaluation 
 
Review course ground rules  
 
Read: Eden Torres 
 
WEEK 6 
 
Monday 10/25 
 
*Bring your essays to class* 
 
In-class work on Student Paper Introductions to Essay 2 Draft 3 
 
Write: final revisions to Essay 2 
 
Read: finish reading Gloria Anzaldúa "Entering into the Serpent" and "How to Tame a Wild Tongue" and complete a 
dialectical reading journal  
 
Wednesday 10/27 
 
Essay 2 (Instructor/Final) Draft Due 
 
In-Class writing of Reflection/Process Letter to turn in with Essay 2 
Begin Discussion of Anzaldúa in groups  
 
Write: CRL: Difficulty Paper on Anzaldúa 'Entering into the Serpent" and "How to Tame a Wild Tongue" 
 
Friday 10/29 
 
Discussion of Anzaldúa in groups with guiding questions 
 
In-class prewriting for Essay 3 
 
Read: Finish reading Torres 
 
WEEK 7 
 
Monday 11/1 
 
Group Discussion with presentations assigned on Anzaldua 
 
Wednesday 11/3 
 
Discussion of Torres 
 
Friday 11/5 
 
Essay 2 Returned (one week to 9 days turn-around) 
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CRL 6 Diffiiculty Paper on Torres Due next Friday 
 
WEEK 8 
 
Monday 11/8 
 
In-class writing for Essay 3: write your outline or introduction  
 
Write: Draft 1 of Essay 3 Due Wed 
  
*Bring a copy for workshop on Wednesday* 
 
Wednesday 11/10 
 
In-Class, workshop your outlines  
 
Peer-Review of Essay 3 Draft 1: Looking at structure using a descriptive outline  
 
Write: Revise Essay 3 Draft 1⎯**please post your essay in the Week 8 forum titled Essay 3 Draft 2 by Friday 
morning** 
 
Friday 11/12 
 
Student-led discussion of Torres "Wisdom and Weakness" 
 
Peer-review pairs discuss ideas about how to incorporate Torres 
  
Essay 3 Draft 2 due for weekend written feedback peer-review: Guided peer-review using the ideas from Sommers' 
piece Between the Drafts 
 
WEEK 9 Final Revisions & Integrating Sources 
 
Monday 11/15 
 
In-Class work on student essay: how to incorporate sources  
 
Write: Revise Essay 3 
 
Wednesday 11/17 
 
In-Class work on student essay: how to incorporate sources 
 
Friday 11/19: NO CLASS 
 
WEEK 10 THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Monday 11/22 Holiday  
Wednesday 11/24 Holiday 
Friday 11/26 Holiday  
 
WEEK 11 The Portfolio, Course Evaluations, Wrap-up 
 
**Wrap-up Conferences** 
 
Monday 11/29 
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Wednesday 12/1 
 
Portfolio Workshop, review rational, purpose, processes (what to include, how to organize materials) 
Writing the Reflection Letter  
 
Friday 12/3 
 
Final Draft of Essay 3 Due 
 
Couse Evaluations and discussion about the course next quarter 
 
WEEK 12 Finals Week 
 
Final Portfolios due on Wednesday between 1:30 and 4:00 p.m. in my office 
 
Final Revision of Essay 1 or 2 due 
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Learning Objectives⎯Assignment Map 
 
Critical Reading Logs 
 
Students will engage the texts by writing formal and informal responses to assigmed readings.  At times their 
responses will be guided through a Difficulty Paper CRL guided reading assignment.  Students will also relfect 
on their writing process and write about their own and their peers' writing in Crtitical Reading Logs.   
 


