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Santa Clara University • Critical Thinking and Writing 2• First Year Composition • Winter 2011 
 

Education and Identity: 
Examining Myths of Education:  Selfhood, Success and Purpose 

 
It is not just what you know, but the way that you know what you know that is shaped by the writing 

that goes on in these courses⎯David Bartholomae, Words From Afar 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Professor: Yolanda Venegas • Office: St Josephs Hall Rm 204• Office Hours: 2:15-3:15 M W F and by 
appointment • Mailbox: St Josephs Hall Rm 222 • E-mail: yvenegas@scu.edu •Office Phone: x4953 

 
Course Description: 
 
Continuing the work we did in the fall term we begin this section of CTW2 by examining the 
relationship between academic discourse and critical consciousness.  We will continue our critical 
interrogation of the reading, writing, and thinking (the academic tasks) required of you in the 
university and at the same time consider the differences in the way it structures knowledge: how one 
thinks as a psychologist or a sociologist; the questions one asks as a historian or as a philosopher. We 
begin in this way to center our course emphasis on writing as a form of intellectual inquiry and 
revision as reflective practice and also to help you make a more informed decision about your major.   
 
After two weeks of writing and reading theory, we move outward to examine some of the uses of 
education, civic engagement, activism, and the roles education affords us to make socially responsible 
changes as individuals and in our communities.  We will use forms of life writing (biography, 
autobiography and memoir) as a means of exploring and understanding the roles people have 
inhabited as they have pursued social activism (broadly defined).  I will ask you to think critically 
about these narrative representations of engaged subjects, and to write about those narratives and 
some of the evaluations of them.  From the context of those narratives, you will then engage in 
independent, contextualized research on questions related to the biographical subjects about whom 
you have read.  You will receive information literacy instruction from our library colleagues, as the 
final essays will require you to find, evaluate, analyze, and synthesize appropriate primary and 
secondary sources.  Finally, at the end of the term, you will be asked to translate your ideas into 
another medium and to consider visual rhetoric – to prepare a Powerpoint presentation of your work. 
 
A major difference in this second section of CTW is a focus on information literacy and introducing you to 
the practical research skill you will need to succeed in your upper-division courses.  You will learn how to 
develop and focus a research question from a subject you are interested in, how to identify, evaluate, and 
cite scholarly sources.  In short, during the next three months, you will become familiar with the wealth of 
resources available to you in your university library and how to use them for different academic projects.  
We will continue with the workshop and rhetorical analysis exercises to teach you how to be more 
careful, smooth, and sophisticated in your integration of sources.  You will also learn how to 
contextualize your research question and how to position yourself within an ongoing academic 
conversation.   
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Required Materials: 
 
You will continue to use Ways of Reading (8th Edition) David Bartholomae and Anthony Petrosky and 
have articles posted on Angel.  Since you know that you are required to print and bring to class the 
articles you are required to read (or Ways of Reading) please make sure you have a printer, paper, and 
enough black ink available for the quarter. 
 
You will also continue to use The St. Martins Handbook and your American Heritage Dictionary as you revise 
your drafts.  The same composition notebook you purchased in the fall should take you through this 
quarter, although you will need to buy a new one-inch binder to organize your winter quarter portfolio.  
This quarter I expect you to begin organizing material in your portfolio from the beginning of the term 
 
ANGEL:  You will find our course site at http://angel.scu.edu. You will need to check the ANGEL 
site regularly (at least once between each class meeting) for assignments, on-line activities, course 
updates and changes. You will also note that all class materials (syllabus, assignments, handouts) are 
stored here. 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives for Critical Thinking and Writing 1 & 2 
 

Critical Thinking & Writing 1 

• Goals: Critical Thinking, Complexity, Communication 
• Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning 
• Objectives: Students will 

1.1. Read and write with a critical point of view that displays depth of thought and is mindful 
of the rhetorical situation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity, Communication) 

1.2. Write essays that contain well-supported, arguable theses and that demonstrate personal 
engagement and clear purpose. (Critical Thinking, Communication; Meta-Goal: 
Intentional Learning) 

1.3. Reflect on and/or analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, of 
different modes of presentation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional 
Learning) 

1.4. Reflect on the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized 
across a range of writing and thinking tasks. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: 
Intentional Learning) 

Critical Thinking & Writing 2 

• Goals: Critical Thinking, Complexity, Communication 
• Meta-Goals: Intentional Learning, Information Literacy 
• Objectives: Students will 

2.1. Read and write with a critical point of view that demonstrates greater depth of thought 
and a more thorough understanding of the rhetorical situation than in CTW 1. (Critical 
Thinking, Complexity, Communication) 

2.2. Write research-based essays that contain well-supported arguable theses and that 
demonstrate personal engagement and clear purpose. (Critical Thinking, Complexity, 
Communication; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 

2.3. Independently and deliberately locate, select and appropriately use and cite evidence that 
is ample, credible, and smoothly integrated into an intellectually honest argument. 
(Complexity, Communication; Meta-Goal: Information Literacy) 

2.4. Analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, of different modes of 
presentation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 
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2.5. Reflect more deeply than in CTW 1 upon the writing process as a mode of thinking and 
learning that can be generalized across a range of writing and thinking tasks. (Critical 
Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 

As we move through the quarter we will achieve the class goals through the following assignments:  
 
Reading Assignments (2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5):  You know from the fall that careful reading is crucial to your 
work in this class.  During this quarter the amount and complexity of the reading you do will increase 
significantly although the focus of our reading remains to become "strong readers" of "strong texts" 
who can read with and against the grain.  You should plan to read each assigned reading twice before 
we begin to discuss it in class.  The first time through you should read it quickly to get a sense of what 
the writer is doing, what the reading is about.  Then you should read through a second time, this time 
working more closely and deliberately with the text, focusing on those sections that seem difficult, 
puzzling, or mysterious. I will provide you with questions to guide your reading of difficult texts that 
are not in Ways of Reading.  You should read with a pen or pencil in hand marking the text in a way 
that will help you when you go back to it (particularly when you go back to it as a writer).  We will 
begin the quarter reading composition and reading theory and then move on to work on the reading 
and research of your choice.   
 
Critical Reading Logs and Annotated Bibliographies (2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5):  The introduction to Ways 
of Reading (which you will read later today) encourages you to become “strong readers” of “strong 
texts” and to learn to read both “with and against the grain.”  I ask you to work toward that by 
keeping a Critical Reading Log, in which you will regularly respond in a variety of ways to the 
assigned readings.  One of the primary ways you will engage the texts in your Critical Reading Log is 
by writing a Difficulty Paper.  A Difficulty Paper assignment will help you pay greater attention to 
what your mind is doing as you read and will allow you to explore a text in greater depth.  Difficulty 
Papers help you develop a repertoire of meaning construction strategies for reading and writing and 
to know both how and when to use them.  In addition to Critical Reading Logs I will teach you how to 
write annotated bibliographic entries of selected readings, including each of your scholarly sources for 
your final research paper.  I will grade both Critical Reading Logs and Bibliographies, using a √- 
(70%), √ (80%), √+  (90%) system. 
 
Writing Assignments (2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5):  Essay Assignments and Portfolio Evaluation: As you did 
in the fall, over the course of our 11 weeks together, you will write three separate essays, each one 
informed by the assigned readings and class discussions.  Your final paper will require you to write a 
research proposal and annotated bibliography.  The sequence of the essays is designed to reproduce, 
in a condensed period of time, the rhythm and texture of academic life.  One of the key differences this 
quarter is that you will be learning how to construct a research project and write a research essay.  I 
will guide you through the process of constructing a research paper throughout the quarter.  We will 
begin with learning the fundamentals of library research; learning of the many resources in your 
university library, learning how to access the help of librarians, how to use subject encyclopedias and 
how to evaluate academic sources.  You will then write your research proposal and begin compiling 
your sources into an annotated bibliography.  During the last four weeks of the quarter you will work 
through several drafts of your research paper and turn it in at the end of week 10.   
 
I will assign grades throughout this work—first when you turn in the essay (a preliminary, unofficial, 
estimated grade to give you a sense of how you are doing in terms of course expectations and grading 
standards) and then when you revise the essay (the grade that will count as a part of your overall 
course grade).  When I assess your writing I will be looking primarily at the progress from draft to 
draft.  At the end of the term you will resubmit your work in a portfolio, which I will talk about as we 
get close to the end of the term.  Be sure to keep all of your assignments in your portfolio binder, as 
you will need to submit them in your final portfolio. 
 
Your critical Reading Logs, Bibliographies, reading quizzes, Peer-Reviews and other assignments will 
be graded using a √- (70%), √ (80%), √+  (90%) system.  If you are absent or otherwise miss any of 
these assignments you will receive a 0, there are no make-ups.   
 
Conferences:  We will meet individually to discuss drafts and revision.  These are required meetings.  
Missing a conference with your instructor is like missing a class. Missing your conference will result 
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in a 5% drop from your Attendance and Participation grade, 15% of the course grade, and we are not 
likely to be able to reschedule your conference.  You need to bring to the conference all of the work 
you have done winter quarter organized in your portfolio binder and your composition notebook.  
 
Attendance and Class Participation: You already know our attendance policy: You must be here, 
every day, on time, prepared.  You also know that absences will be reflected in your course grade: 
your Attendance and Participation grade will drop 5% for each day you are absent. Your class 
participation grade begins to be affected upon the first absence, and I will consider the student who 
misses more than five classes dropped from the class.  If you must miss a class, let me know in 
advance, if possible, or in the case of last-minute situations, email me.  I will need an email from the 
health office to excuse your absence other absences are not excused.  
 
If you would like to discuss your grade in the course or on an individual assignment you must do 
so during office hours. 
 
Grade Weights: 
 
Essay 1 Reader Response 15% 
Essay 2 Synthesis  15% 
Annotated Bibliography/Proposal 20% 
Research Essay 25% 
Research Presentation 10% 
Class Participation, Bibs, CRLs, exercises 15% 
 
Academic Integrity:  Consult www.scu.edu/academics/bulletins/undergraduate/Academic-
Integrity.cfm. “The University is committed to academic excellence and integrity. Students are 
expected to do their own work and to cite any sources they use. A student who is guilty of a dishonest 
act in an examination, paper, or other work required for a course, or who assists others in such an act, 
may, at the discretion of the instructor, receive a grade of “F” for the course.” If you have questions or 
concerns about how or when to cite sources speak to me before you hand in your paper. 
 
Disability Accommodation:  To request academic accommodations for a disability, students must 
contact Disability Resources located in The Drahmann Center in Kenna (408) 554-4111; TTY (408) 554-
5445.  Students must provide documentation of a disability to Disability Resources prior to receiving 
accommodations. 
 
Syllabus and Course Schedule (subject to change to suit the needs of the class) 
**Primary readings listed below.  Regularly, key supplementary online articles will be announced in class. 
**Always bring assigned reading to class with you, print-out articles from Angel or bring Ways of 
Reading  
** For our draft workshop days always bring 2 copies of your draft with you workshop  
 
WEEK 1 Academic Discourse and Critical Consciousness 
 
Monday January 3 
 
**Select your biography, autobiography, or memoir this week**  You will have until Jan. 24th to finish 
reading your selected book⎯start this week! 
 
Review of the work & routine for winter quarter  
 
Forms of Life Writing: biography, autobiography, memoir, testimonio 
 
Read by Friday January 7: Bartholomae "Inventing the University" posted on Angel and Patricia Bizzell 
"Academic Discourse and Critical Consciousness" 
 
Wednesday January 5 
 
How to write an annotated bibliographic entry (Handout with examples) 
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Predicting the reading activity for Bartholomae and Bizzell 
 
Scavenger Hunt learning your way around your library (Handout) Due Monday January 10 
 
Write: Using the handout write two annotated bibliographic entries, one for "Inventing the University" 
and the other for Patricia Bizzell "Academic Discourse and Critical Consciousness."  These are due 
Monday and you are to bring 2 copies of these, one for your instructor and one to exchange with a peer 
 
Friday January 7 (Last Day to Add Classes)  
 
Reading Quiz 
 
Guided (handout) Discussion in groups of 3 of Bartholomae "Inventing the University" and Patricia 
Bizzell "Academic Discourse and Critical Consciousness" 
 
Read: Read Bean, "Helping Students Read Difficult Texts," and Patricia Bizzell "Hybrid Academic Discourses" 
posted on Angel and Mary Louise Pratt "Arts of the Contact Zone" in Ways of Reading 
 
WEEK 2 Integrated Reading and Writing 
 
Finish discussion of week 1 reading and explore the connections between week 1 and week 2 readings 
Discuss the application of the readings to your experience as an undergraduate  
Library Walking Tour 
Read your selected book  
Assign Essay 1 on Friday 
 
Monday January 10 Heavy Reading Week 
 
Your two annotated bibliographies are due 
 
Share your book selection (You will have two weeks to finish the book, it must be read by Jan. 24) 
 
Free writing exercise: How would you apply the ideas we have been reading and discussing to your 
experience as a student?  And more generally to your experiences in life? 
 
Finish Discussion of week 1 reading and explore the connections between week 1 and week 2 readings:  
 
Read: Read the book you have selected and also read Kathleen McCormick chapter 3 from The Culture of 
Reading by Friday 
 
Wednesday January 12 
 
Library Walking Tour  
 
Homework: Read your book (finish by Jan.24), read McCormick above 
 
Friday January 14 
 
**Bring your book to class** 
 
Essay 1 A Close Reading and Response Assigned  
 
In class prewriting for Essay 1 
 
Homework due Wednesday after MLK Holiday: 
  
1. Essay 1 Draft 1 (Bring 2 copies),  
2. Complete the Library Tutorial "Finding Scholarly Sources" by Wed. January 19 
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3. Post a paragraph on our discussion forum with the title/author of your book, a brief description, and 
why you selected that text, why is it interesting to you? 
 
WEEK 3  
  
Revise Essay 1 
Peer review workshop essay #1 
1. First Information Literacy Workshop: Finding Book Reviews Part 1 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning 
Commons) 
 
Monday January 17: Holiday MLK Day 
 
No Class⎯work on your draft of Essay 1 and do the library tutorial BEFORE Wed. 1/19 
 
Wednesday January 19 
 
Essay 1 Draft 1 Due AND Library Tutorial: Finding Scholarly Sources due! 
 
In class workshop of Essay 1 bring 2 copies 
 
Friday January 21 
 
Essay 1 Draft 2 (Instructor Draft due) bring one copy  
 
1. First Information Literacy Workshop: Finding Book Reviews Part 1 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning 
Commons) 
 
Read:  Harris "Revision as Critical Practice" 
 
WEEK 4 
 
Revise Essay 1 
Essay #2 assigned: Synthesis of book reviews of your biography 
Work on essay #2 
Strategies for essay –Sophisticated integration of sources 
Peer Review Workshop 
Discuss and Free write your revision plan using Harris "Revision as Critical Practice" 
2. Second Information Literacy Workshop: Finding Book Reviews Part 2 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning 
Commons) 
 
Monday January 24 
 
Essay 1 Returned 
 
In-Class Revision Workshop of Essay 1, bring your computers:  During the first half of the workshop, you 
will review my feedback and have the opportunity to ask me questions about.  Then during the second 
half of the workshop you will have the opportunity to ask one of your peers to focus in on a particular 
part/section of your draft or a particular issue  
 
Wednesday January 26 
 
2. Second Information Literacy Workshop: Finding Book Reviews Part 2 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning 
Commons) 
 
Friday January 28 
 
Essay 1 Final Draft Due 
 
In Class: Pre writing for Essay 2 Synthesis of Book Reviews 
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Discuss and Free write using Harris "Revision as Critical Practice" 
 
WEEK 5  
 
Assign and Write Essay 2 Synthesis of Book Reviews  
Begin work on final paper 
Topic exploration – shaping a good question 
3. Information literacy workshop: using databases Part 1 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning Commons) 
 
 
Monday January 31 
 
Essay 2 Synthesis of Book Reviews assigned 
 
Write: Essay 2 Synthesis Essay  
 
Wednesday February 2 
 
3. Information literacy workshop: using databases Part 1 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning Commons) 
 
Write: Essay 2 
 
Friday February 4 
 
Essay 2 Draft 1 Due 
 
Peer-Review Workshop of Essay 2 Bring 2 copies 
 
WEEK 6 
 
Proposal and annotated bibliography assigned 
Focusing Your Research Question 
Continue finding sources  
Discuss research 
Sign up for individual conferences to discuss Essay 2 next week 
 
Monday February 7 
 
Proposal and annotated bibliography assigned 
 
The research proposal and annotated bibliography: What is a research proposal?, What is an 
annotated bibliography? 
 
Review assignment expectation 
 
Write your research proposal and annotated bibliography this week  
 
Wednesday February 9 
 
4. Information literacy workshop: using databases Part 2 (Gail Gradowski, at Learning Commons) 
 
Friday February 11 
 
Essay 2 returned during scheduled conferences 
 
Post-Its Research Proposal Workshop 
Focusing Your Research Question 
 
WEEK 7  
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Proposal and annotated bibliography due (Gail will help analyze and make suggestions) 
Formulating a thesis and shaping the essay 
Begin working on drafts of your Research Paper (Essay 3) 
One-on-One Conferences 
 
Monday February 14 
 
Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography Due bring 2 copies 
 
Research Proposal Peer-Review Workshop 
 
Wednesday February 16 
 
In Class work on your annotated bibliographies, bring 2 copies 
 
Friday February 18 
 
Final Drafts of your Research Proposal and Annotated Bibs Due 
 
Assign Research Essay 3 
 
Pre-writing for Essay 3 
 
WEEK 8  
 
Work on drafts of Research Paper (Essay 3) 
Peer Review workshop 
Discuss presentations 
Workshop on PowerPoint – Learning Commons (Teri Escobar) 
Reading: Tufte:  “Powerpoint is Evil and Byrne:  “How I Learned to Love Powerpoint 
 
Monday February 21 President's Day Holiday 
 
No Class⎯yet note you have reading to do before Wed.  
 
Read, Tufte:  “Powerpoint is Evil" and Byrne “How I Learned to Love Powerpoint" before our 
workshop this Wednesday  
 
Wednesday February 23 
 
Draft 1 of Essay 3 Research Essay Due bring 2 copies 
 
Peer Review workshop Essay 3 
 
Write: Revise Essay 3 
 
Friday February 25 
 
5. PowerPoint Presentations Workshop– Learning Commons (Teri Escobar) 
 
Write: Revise Essay 3 
 
WEEK 9   
 
Final Revision of Essay 3 
Portfolio Reflection Letter 
Wrap-up Conferences 
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Monday February 28 
 
Discuss Expectations for Powerpoint Presentation and Using Powerpoint Readings  
In-class work on your own paper  
 
Write: Essay 3 Draft 2 
 
Wednesday March 2 
 
Essay 3 Draft 2 Due 
 
Peer-Review Workshop Essay 3 Second Draft  
 
Friday March 4 
 
*Bring your laptop to class* 
 
In-Class work on Reflection Letter 
  
Essay 3 Draft 3 (final draft) of Research Paper Due 
 
WEEK 10  
 
Powerpoint Presentations 
 
WEEK 11 Final Exams Week March 14-18  
 
Wrap-up presentations during scheduled final exam time 
Portfolios due  
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List of possible biographies, autobiographies, memoirs: 
 
Book Requirements: while there is no page-length requirement for the book you select, the book must 
have enough published book reviews to make it a viable option.  This is because the second essay 
assignment will ask you to synthesize what others have written about your book.  The four reviews 
should be substantive (more than one page with more than summary and description) in order to 
enable you to write essay 2.  If you have a book in mind and want to see if there are book reviews for 
it, you can visit your library and ask a reference librarian to help you find five good-length reviews.  
During weeks 3 and 4 we will learn how find book reviews in class as part of our information literacy 
emphasis. 
 
Wangari Maathai Unbowed, A Memoir 
Wangari Maathai, The Green Belt Movement, Sharing the Approach 
Ralston, 127 Hours: Between a Rock and a Hard Place 
Geoffrey Norman, Two for the Summit: My Daughter, the Mountains, and Me 
Gandhi, An Autobiography:  The Story of My Experiments With Truth 
Adams, Ansel Adams: An Autobiography 
Darwin, The Autobiography of Charles Darwin 
David Carroll Self Portrait with Turtles: A Memoir 
Elie Wiesel Night 
John Krakauer, Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster  
Linda Greenlaw The Hungry Ocean: A Swordboat Captain's Journey 
Frank McCourt Angela's Ashes 
Woods Biko: The True Story of the Young South African Martyr and his Struggle to Raise Black 
Consciousness 
Roosevelt, The Autobiography of Eleanor Roosevelt 
David McCullough John Adams 
Carol Sklenicka, Raymond Carver: A Writer's Life  
Hazel Rawley Franklin and Eleanor  
Helen Piddington The Inlet: Memoir of a Modern Pioneer 
Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (Sierra Leon)  
Sandra Cisneros The House on Mango Street 
Art Spiegelman Maus I and Maus II 
Levene, Not Easily Washed Away: Memoir of a Muslim's Daughter 
Linda Hogan The Woman Who Watches Over the World, A Native Memoir 
Carolyn Niethammer, I'll Go Do More: Annie Dodge Wauneka, Navajo Leader and Activist  
Manmohini Zutshi Sahgal An Indian Freedom Fighter Recalls Her Life 
Aptheker, Intimate Politics: How I Grew Up Red, Fought for Free Speech, and Became a Feminist Rebel 
Day, The Long Loneliness: The Autobiography of the Legendary Catholic Social Activist 
Edward Said, Out of Place: A Memoir and Reflections on Exile and Other Essays 
Barack Obama The Audacity of Hope 
Twain, Autobiography of Mark Twain 
Latifa, My Forbidden Face: Growing Up Under the Taliban 
Martin Luther King, Why We Can't Wait  
Aurora Levins Morales Remedios: Stories of Earth and Iron From the History of Puertoriqueñas 
Gloria Anzaldúa Borderlands/La Frontera  
Leslie Mormom Silko Storyteller 
Janet Campbell Hale Bloodlines: Odyssey of a Native Daughter 
Maxine Hong Kingston Woman Warrior 
Rigoberta Menchu I Rigoberta Menchu 
Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela 
Patricia Williams The Alchemy of Race and Rights: Diary of a Law Professor 
Zora Neale Hurston Their Eyes Were Watching God 
Jamaica Kincaid The Autobiography of My Mother 
Belle Yang Baba: A Return to China Upon My Father's Shoulders 
Ruth Behar Translated Woman: Crossing the Border With Esperanza's Story 
Chun Sue Beijing Doll 
Shirley Geok-Lin Lim Among the White Moon Faces 
Richard Rodriguez Hunger of Memory 

Office 2004 Test Drive…, 1/2/11 11:08 PM
Deleted:  
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Barry Lopez Arctic Dreams: Imagination and Desire in a Northern Landscape 
Barry Lopez About This Life: Journeys on the Threshold of Memory 
Miro Daughter of the Ganges: The Story of One Girl's Adoption and Her Return Journey to India 
Jaffrey, Climbing the Mango Trees: A Memoir of a Childhood in India 
Bhutto, Songs of Blood and Sword: A Daughter's Memoir 
Mukhtar Mai In the Name of Honor 
Eteraz Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan 
 


