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Research Proposal: 
Finding a Research Question and Designing a Research Project 

Due Feb.10 
 

The completed assignment should be 4 to 5 double spaced pages in length. Twelve-point 
font and 1 inch margins all around 

 
One of the most important tasks in developing a research project is identifying your 
research question.  Developing a research question is often times the most challenging to 
all researchers regardless of skill level.  This assignment will assist you in thinking 
through the necessary steps of developing a research question, and subsequently 
designing a research project.   
 
The sections of your proposal will depend on your discipline/field and what it is you are 
proposing to study.  From meetings with your faculty mentor (where you asked for a 
sample research proposal) and the library research you did to find relevant samples of 
proposals you should know what sections (headings and subheadings) your proposal 
should have.   
 
If you are still working out your research question, the questions below will help guide 
you through the process of writing your research proposal.  Remember to use your 
Faculty and Library Mentors while working on this assignment.  At this stage you might 
not be able to answer all of the questions, don’t worry.   
 

Research Proposal Heuristics 
  

A. What is your research interest (topic)? 
• What is your primary question?  What do you want to know about? 
• Is there a gap in the literature that needs to be filled? 
• Is there an argument that needs to be addressed with a 

counterargument? 
• Are there any conflicting/contradicting theories in your field that 

might be a source for new research questions? 
• Is there a social, political, economic, cultural problem that needs a 

solution? 
B. What is already known about what you want to study?  What do scholars have 

to say about a similar situation?  How would your research differ from theirs? 
C. What is the best way to explore this question/issue? What is the best 

environment to answer the question?  Where do you need to go to find out 
more about the issue you want to study? 

D. Who do you need to talk to in order to answer the question?  What data or 
material do you need to answer the question? 
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Summary of Assignments Around Your Research Proposal 
 
•Hand out and review the Research Proposal Assignment Due Feb. 10:  
•By Jan 27: Handwrite the first draft of your research proposal in your Research Journal we 
will use this for in-class activities 
•By Jan 27 Read: Craig Higson-Smith, "Writing Your Research Proposal"; Paul Wong "How to 
Write a Research Proposal; Frank Pajares "The Elements of a Proposal" 
•By Jan 29 Research Proposal Library Research: Now that you know the basic components 
of a research proposal, prepare yourself to discuss the intricacies of a research proposal in your 
discipline or field.  Find a sample research proposal for your discipline/field and explain (in your 
research journal) how it is similar/different from what we have listed as the general components?  
Bring your sample and Research Journal notes for discussion on Thursday Jan 29 
•This week schedule a meeting with the FMP writing tutor.  You should come to the meeting 
with the writing tutor with a draft of your research proposal 
•By this week you should also already have met with your assigned librarian 
•Extra Credit Research Journal Assignment Due Jan. Feb 3: During the retreat, there will be 
intellectually stimulating presentations and discussions.  Take your Research Journal with you 
and document your experiences at the retreat; you can write about interesting people, 
conversations; what you learned about being a scholar; what you learned about yourself as a 
scholar and about yourself as part of a community (cohort) of scholars 
 
 


