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Rhetoric 108  Reflective Letter      Yolanda Venegas 
 
 
Write a reflective letter where you introduce your final essay as evidence that you have indeed 
met the learning goals set out for the course in the course syllabus (listed below).  Your reflective 
letter should serve as the introduction to body of work you are producing now at the end of the 
course, namely your ESSAY 4 and your FINAL EXAM Revision.  The reason for having you 
write a reflective letter is that, in writing this letter introducing your final work with serious 
reflection about it, you are taking responsibility for the quality of your work, the choices that you 
made in your writing, and the learning that occurred (or did not occur).  In other words, the 
reflective letter serves as a powerful metacognitive act⎯it encourages you to think about 
thinking. 
 
As you write the letter think about the following questions: 
 
1. In what ways do you think your writing improved (or did not improve) this semester? 
 
2. Think about the goals you set up for yourself at the beginning of the class, to what extent did 
you meet these goals and objectives? 
 
3.  How did your understanding of reading, writing and thinking change? 
 
4. Was there a change or a shift in your relationship to reading and writing?  i.e. How you see 
yourself as a writer and thinker? 
 
5. Do you understand the writing process differently as a result of our approach in this class?  If 
so explain. 
 
6.  What are your writing goals for the future?  What do you want to work on next in terms of 
your writing, reading, and thinking?  Or what do you know you have to work on next semester 
and beyond! 
 
Learning Outcomes for Rhetoric 108 
 
1. Critical Reading: You will learn to read actively in order to identify and respond to the author’s thesis 
and supporting reasons in short non-fiction essays; to identify and analyze effective writing, including 
syntax, vocabulary, and rhetorical strategies as they relate to the writer’s purpose; and to summarize and 
paraphrase brief texts. 
2. Formulating Thesis/Primary Claim: You will learn to develop clear topic sentences, to focus 
paragraphs, and to develop a thesis as the focus of a whole essay. 
3. Arrangement/Structure: You will learn to compose focused, coherent paragraphs and essays, using 
transitional expressions to connect a logical progression of ideas. 
4. Development: You will learn to support claims with examples, explanations, details, or other 
supporting evidence drawn from their own knowledge, reading, observations, and experiences. 
5. Grammar and Style: You will learn to write in a mature manner, minimizing mechanical errors, 
including sentence fragments, comma splices, tense and person shifts, and subject-verb and pronoun-
antecedent disagreement. Students also focus on proper spelling, standard usage, and appropriate 
punctuation. 
6. Revision: You will learn to revise for focus and coherence on paragraph and whole-text levels, and to 
proofread for clarity and correct usage and grammar. 
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A Quick Overview of What We Learned in This Class: 
 
About the importance of writing shitty first drafts and then revising them 
 
How to Revise—re-see our paper 
 
How to proofread for organization and structure—using descriptive outlines and other strategies 
 
The important of diction or word choice, using the precise word 
 
How to focus our paragraphs, making sure each paragraph says one thing only 
 
How to link our paragraphs—how to create cohesion between paragraphs 
 
How to write an introduction and include in it a controlling idea (thesis) that tells the reader what 
the essay is about and how to write a conclusion in a thoughtful manner that is genuine and 
significant (that shows the reader why what you have to say matters or should matter to him or 
her) 
 
How to use the work of others to support your thesis or your main claim 
 
How to talk about our writing, and how to identify what we need help with—prioritize our needs 
within each paper and then ask for help these  
 
The difference between revising and proofreading 
 
About the main library and its resources 
 
How to do library research-using online databases 
 
How to work with the words (writing) of others and integrate their arguments, thesis, ideas into 
your own writing to reflect on or think about an issue that is important to you 
 
How to respond to and apply the work of others 
How to summarize, describe, compare, contrast, and synthesize the work of others 
 
How to make sure you work with the right librarian 
 
How to use in-text citations 
 
How to create a bibliography 
 
And perhaps most importantly… 
 
About the relationship between writing, reading, and thinking and why these matter in your life 
beyond this class and even beyond the University 
 
And that these three, writing, reading, and thinking are a processes that can be learned, you can 
become better and better at them with consistent hard work 
 
That learning to become a better writer, reader, and thinker are life-long processes 
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