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CTW1 Portfolio Reflective Letter      Yolanda Venegas 
 
 
Write a reflective letter where you introduce the work you have included in your portfolio as evidence 
that you have indeed met the learning goals set out for the course in the course syllabus (listed below).  
Your reflective letter should serve as the introduction to the body of work you are including in your 
portfolio.  The reason for having you write a reflective letter to serve as an introduction to your portfolio 
is that, in writing this letter introducing your portfolio with serious reflection about it, you are taking 
responsibility for the quality of your work, the choices that you made in your writing, and the learning 
that occurred (or did not occur).  In other words, the reflective letter serves as a powerful metacognitive 
act⎯it encourages you to think about thinking. 
 
CTW Course Objectives: 
 
Review the course objectives for CTW 1 and the objectives for our own section below, and write a letter 
arguing how you have met our course objectives using the material in your portfolio as evidence 
 
Read and write with a critical point of view that displays depth of thought and is mindful of the rhetorical 
situation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity, Communication) 
 
Write essays that contain well-supported, arguable theses and that demonstrate personal engagement and 
clear purpose. (Critical Thinking, Communication; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 
 
Reflect on and/or analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, of different modes 
of presentation. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 
 
Reflect on the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range 
of writing and thinking tasks. (Critical Thinking, Complexity; Meta-Goal: Intentional Learning) 
 
In this section of CTW 1 (and later, 2), you will become more informed about the educational experiences 
you have had and the educational systems and ways of learning you inhabit.   
 
Education and Identity themed course objectives⎯ in this course you will: 
 
You will expand your critical thinking about your identity/ies and American education through reading, 
reflection, discussion, and writing, and become self-conscious (in the best sense of the word) as students 
as you begin your university education here at Santa Clara.  
 
You will expand your understanding of what education really means by reading, writing, and reflecting 
on different ways of learning and thinking.   
 
You will confront the relationship between the individual and structured ways of thinking represented by 
schooling.  Each essay presents a method, a way of seeing and questioning education.   
 
You will write assignments that have you moving in for careful reading of the texts, and moving out to 
apply this new frame of reference to your own experience.   
 
 


