
Integrating Sources In-Class Exercise      Yolanda Venegas 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 
 
As promised in the course syllabus, the major texts for this course are Ways of Reading AND your own 
writings.  Today we begin working with your texts.  We have been discussing how to better integrate 
sources in class for some time now, so today, we will read one of your Essay 1 papers and spend the day 
working on developing a more sophisticated integration of the reading sources.  Here is what I want you 
to do: 
 
Get into groups of four (try using this as an opportunity to meet someone you don't know yet) 
 
1. Read the essay from Student A all the way through.  As you read, use the margin on the left to number 
the places where Student A brings in a direct quote from the reading.  Mark up the section where you 
found the direct quote.   
 
2. Once you number the quotes, I want you to re-read each paragraph containing a direct quote focusing 
specifically on the content and function of the quote.  In other words, for each direct quote you numbered, 
I want you to notice first, what the quote says, it's content, and see if the content of the quote fits the 
content of the paragraph.  Then, I want you to analyze the discursive function of the direct quote in that 
paragraph.  What does the quote do in that paragraph, what was Student A trying to accomplish in 
inserting that quote where s/he did? (Note: do this only for the first five direct quotes if there are more 
than five) 
 
3. After you have numbered the quotes and analyzed the discursive work of each quote in the essay, I 
want you to, on a separate piece of paper, do an outline using the quote numbers noting the discursive 
function of each quote. 
 
4. Finally, go back to each quote you numbered and underline the phrase/words/sentence etc. Student A 
used to introduce the direct quote into her/his paper.  Revise the introduction of each quote (if you think it 
needs revision) 
 
5. Once you have done this, regroup and discuss what you found in doing 3 and 4 above and then, as a 
group rewrite Student A's introduction on one of the quotes.  You will be asked to share your group 
rewrite in a group presentation.  In fact, each group will take one direct quote and explain its discursive 
work, the discursive move it makes and then write on the board their revised introduction to the quote. 
 
6. If we have time, during the last seven minutes of class, use your composition notebook to reflect on 
what you learned in today's workshop about how to integrate sources more effectively. 
 
Above all, have fun! 
 
 


