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Incident in the Life of an Immigrant Student Essay 

 
While in your first essay you wrote about your family’s immigration to the U.S., in ESSAY 2 we ask 
you to focus on an incident, moment, or period in your life as an immigrant student and write 
about how it fundamentally shaped you.  You will have to be strategic and choose carefully so 
that the incident, moment, or period you select enables you to write about who you are as a 
student and why or how that specific incident, moment, or period in your educational journey 
fundamentally shaped who you are today.  A successful essay will tell the reader what happened 
and take the time to reflect on the meaning of what happened⎯so that the reader thoroughly 
understands why that particular incident, moment, or period profoundly shaped who you are 
today.   
 
Why are we having you do this?  We ask you to do this because it will give you the opportunity 
to think deeply about your educational journey⎯from the moment you became a student in the 
U.S.⎯until now.  All great personal essays are effective, in large part, because the writer has the 
ability to vividly recreate significant moments and to think about them retrospectively, from the 
point of view of who they are today.  The key to this essay assignment (and the hardest part) is 
choosing the right moment, incident, or period to focus on.  If you have several ideas and are not 
sure which one to select, the best thing to do is to try freewriting on your top three choices and 
see which one feels more urgent.  Trust me, you will know right away.  Give it your best shot 
and Good Luck! 
 
Best, 
Yolanda 
 


