
This assignment was adapted from Jill Goodman-Gould & Gail Gradowski CTW course 
 

ESSAY 2: SYNTHESIS OF BOOK REVIEWS Yolanda Venegas  
 

This interactive model of reading, then, stresses that first, both readers and texts contribute to 
the reading process, and second, that both text and readers are themselves ideologically 
situated...Readers, therefore, must be regarded as inhabitants of particular socio-cultural 
formations, with particular literary and general ideologies, who appropriate from their society, 
both consciously and unconsciously, their own particular repertoires. Their repertoires consist 
of specifically literary matters⎯assumptions and beliefs about literature, their previous literary 
experiences, their strategies of reading literary texts, and so forth⎯as well as many more 
general matters⎯their attitudes about gender and race, their religious beliefs, regional biases, 
etc. ⎯Kathleen McCormick The Culture of Reading and the Teaching of Writing  

 
Formatting requirements: Four to five double-spaced pages in 12 point Times New Roman font with one inch margins 
all around.  On the top right hand corner include your name, your section number, the draft number and date.  Also 
include page numbers in a footer on the bottom right hand corner of the document.  
 
For this assignment you are to write a 4-5 page synthesis essay in which you compare and contrast 2 book 
reviews of the book you have just read in light of your own response to the book. 
 
Procedure 
 
1. Using the information you learned in the library workshop and the handout, “Finding Book Reviews,” locate 

at LEAST four different, substantial book reviews. Photocopy all four. Choose two that are different in 
perspective, purpose, tone, discipline, etc. Keep in mind the various types/categories of periodicals that we 
went over in the library workshop in determining purpose, perspective, discipline, etc. 

  
2. Photocopy and annotate the two reviews you selected—be sure to mark up the reviews, make notations on 

the margins in response to the questions below or your own questions as a strong reader of strong texts  
 
3. Evaluate the four reviews. Begin by answering (on paper!) The following questions: 

• What is the thesis or analytical statement of each review? 
• In light of your reading of the biography, do you agree with the writer? Why or why not? 
• Which review do you find the most persuasive? Why? 
• Are there ways in which either review seems unfair, inaccurate, or off track? How so? 
• How would you describe the tone of each review? What evidence could you use to support your 

assessment of tone? 
• Who is the audience for each review? How can you tell? (Look at the whole journal!) 
• When was each written? How long after the publication of the biography? 
• Who are the authors? What are their qualifications for writing such reviews? 
• What can you tell about the text’s general and literary repertoire? 
• Is there a privileged point of view?  Is there a silenced point of view? 

 
Record/Take notes of any other questions that seem relevant for your particular reviews and book.  As you 
read and take notes think about our class reading and discussion of McCormick; her thesis that reading is a 
social act, an interaction between what the text brings to the interface (general and literary repertoire) and 
what you as the reader are bringing to the reading act (your general and literary repertoire).   

 
4. Based on the work above, formulate a thesis for your paper. This should be your statement of opinion or 

argument concerning these two book reviews. What do you want the audience to know about your work with 
these reviews, your insights, discoveries, interests, etc.? 

 
5. Draft the paper and bring 2 copies of a typed draft to class on Monday February 7 for in-class peer review. 
 
 
 



 
Strategies for Synthesis Essay 
 
Make up a chart to compare the areas of agreement and disagreement in the four reviews and in your own book 
review paper. As you re-read your four or five book reviews, make sure you select the two reviews that are most 
interesting, that have the most engaging ideas to you.  You will have to take notes and organize information as 
you read. You might create a chart and choose headings such as the following to organize your readings of the 
reviews: 
 
 
Publication information, e.g. kind of journal, 
date of publication 
 
Author’s background, e.g. credentials, 
relationship to subject of biography, etc. 
 
Intended audience 
 
Main focus 
 
Thesis & purpose 
 
Argument 
 
Assumptions 
 
Style 
 
Tone 

Review #1 Review #2 Your Review 

 
  


