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A Strong Reading of Your Text 

 
Reading, in other words, can be the occasion for you to put things together, to 
notice this idea or theme rather than that one, to follow a writer's announced or 
secret ends while simultaneously following your own.  When this happens, when 
you forge a reading of a story or an essay, you make your own mark on it, casting 
it in your own terms.  But the story makes its mark on you as well, teaching you 
not only about a subject...but about a way of seeing and understanding a subject.  
The text provides the opportunity for you to see through someone else's powerful 
language, to imagine your own familiar settings through the images, metaphors, 
and ideas of others ⎯Bartholomae and Petrosky Ways of Seeing 
 
This interactive model of reading, then, stresses that first, both readers and texts 
contribute to the reading process, and second, that both text and readers are 
themselves ideologically situated...Readers, therefore, must be regarded as 
inhabitants of particular socio-cultural formations, with particular literary and 
general ideologies, who appropriate from their society, both consciously and 
unconsciously, their own particular repertoires. Their repertoires consist of 
specifically literary matters⎯assumptions and beliefs about literature, their 
previous literary experiences, their strategies of reading literary texts, and so 
forth⎯as well as many more general matters⎯their attitudes about gender and 
race, their religious beliefs, regional biases, etc. ⎯Kathleen McCormick The 
Culture of Reading and the Teaching of Writing  

 
 In this class we have invested a considerable amount of energy working on developing into 
"strong" readers of "strong texts."  This means that you, as a student, are ready to take responsibility for 
determining the meaning of a text, you can be guided by your own impressions and questions as you read.  
As you read your selected autobiography, biography, or memoir, you can take the opportunity to see 
through someone else's powerful language.  At the same time, from McCormick's socio cultural theory of 
reading as a social act, we know that, as readers, we bring to the text our own literary and general 
repertoires, our own ideologies, our own beliefs, assumptions, values and so forth.  You will then, learn a 
powerful way of seeing, and at the same time have an opportunity to scrutinize your own experiences and 
assumptions.   
 Write an essay that focuses on a rich and illustrative incident from your text.  Once you select an 
incident, you must describe and analyze it.  You have two tasks to accomplish: to describe the incident 
clearly so that we understand its importance and why you selected the incident as a key, defining moment 
in the text and to assess from your mature perspective as a strong reader of strong texts how the incident 
reflects both major themes you can expect to find in the text (the subject/s this text will teach you about) 
and a way of seeing and understanding the subject/s.  
 
The Pedagogy Behind This Writing (or, Why Are We Doing This?) 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 2.1, 2.3, 2.4  



 
This essay assignment fulfills several of our course learning objectives simultaneously: Read and write 
with a critical point of view that demonstrates greater depth of thought and a more thorough 
understanding of the rhetorical situation than in CTW 1 (2.1); Independently and deliberately locate, 
select and appropriately use and cite evidence that is ample, credible, and smoothly integrated into an 
intellectually honest argument (2.3); Analyze the rhetorical differences, both constraints and possibilities, 
of different modes of presentation (2.4); Reflect more deeply than in CTW 1 upon the writing process as a 
mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range of writing and thinking tasks (2.5).  
 
First, in line with our course theme, Education and Identity, Essay 1 requires that you engage critical 
thinking and writing as a reflective process through which you develop a self-awareness about yourself as 
a reader coming to the text with a particular socio-historical and cultural background.  The assignment 
requires you to identify a key moment in the text, reflect upon it, and evaluate it by thinking about your 
own reading experience through McCormick's lens.  To do this you will write an essay that contains a 
well-supported theses and that demonstrates your personal engagement and clear purpose.  You will 
practice developing rhetorical sensitivity in the process of selecting examples from your text and 
integrating them into your essay in a way that most convincingly supports your thesis.  During the 
revision process you will write critical reading logs, participate in class discussions, and complete in-class 
writing assignments to provide you with the opportunity to reflect more deeply on the writing process as a 
mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range of writing and thinking tasks.   
 
 

CTW 2 Essay 1 Grading Criterion 
 
The grading criterion for your first essay is based on the CTW 2 course objectives as outlined for you in 
the course syllabus. Your essays then, will be graded as follows: 
 
In order to receive an A to A- (100-90) 
 
•Your essay fully addresses the essay prompt in a manner that clearly demonstrates a critical point of 
view displaying depth of thought and is mindful of the rhetorical situation.  This means that your paper 
does much more than call up an interesting incident and does much more than describe and summarize.   
Your essay includes a thorough analysis of the incident and a thoughtful exploration of how the part of 
the text you have selected reflects both the major subjects/themes in the text and the author's particular 
way of understanding.  You will demonstrate your rhetorical sensitivity and careful use of language 
through both the section of the text you select and the specific examples within that section you decide to 
focus on. In other words, through your examples you fully engage the key tasks in this essay: to analyze 
both the subject/s of the text and the author's way of seeing and understanding these subjects.    
 
•Development and organization: Your introduction thoughtfully prepares the reader for the analysis you 
are going to provide.  Your essay has a clear thesis that fully addresses the essay prompt, identifies the 
topics to be discussed and guides you and your reader through the essay. The body contains well thought-
out paragraphs: Each paragraph is coherent and does one thing and does it well.  This usually means that 
each paragraph has a topic sentence that makes it clear what the paragraph is about.  The sequence of the 
paragraphs follows a logical organization that fully develops ideas to address the essay question and 
convincingly supports your thesis. Within the paragraphs there is variation in sentence structure and 
attention to syntax.  The transitions from one paragraph to the next follow the logical organization set out 
in the introduction while the conclusion summarizes main points and gives an overview of the answer in a 
way that makes the reader reflect on the analysis you have just provided. 
 



•Evidence of substantive revision:  Your final draft of Essay 1 is the culmination of three weeks of 
writing with substantial revision evident from Draft 1 to Draft 2 and Draft 2 to Draft 3.  The revisions 
between the drafts, demonstrate your understanding and application of the course definitions of revision 
(via Sommers and Harris); that you reflected on revision as part of the writing process, constructed a 
revision plan, and learned to use revision as an opportunity to reflect and critically read your own writing.   
 
•Accurate citation:  Your paper follows the proper citation guidelines discussed in class when you use a 
direct quote, paraphrase, or otherwise use the ideas or words of others in a way that merits credit (as 
discussed in class and in the Lunsford handbook).   
 
•Your essay exhibits careful attention to spelling, syntax, grammar, and punctuation. Your paper 
demonstrates careful attention to diction, that you have indeed taken the time to consult a dictionary/ 
thesaurus in order to select the words that most precisely convey your meaning. 
 
•Your essay follows all the required formatting instructions 
 
In order to receive a B+ to B- (89-80) 
 
•Your essay addresses the essay prompt in a manner that demonstrates a critical point of view displaying 
depth of thought and is mindful of the rhetorical situation.  Your examples are strong and there is an 
attempt in your essay to use examples to describe the text, or part of the text you are focusing on, and to 
analyze meaning.  The reader of your essay understands, from reading your essay, the subject/s of the text 
and something about the author's understanding (or way of seeing) the subject/s. 
 
•Development and organization: Your introduction prepares the reader for the analysis you are going to 
provide.  Your essay has a thesis that addresses the question, identifies the topics to be discussed and 
guides you and your reader through the essay. The body contains coherent paragraphs that do one thing 
and do it well.  This usually means that each paragraph has a topic sentence that makes it clear what the 
paragraph is about.  The sequence of the paragraphs follows a logical organization that develops ideas to 
address the essay question and generally supports your thesis, although there is room for improvement. 
Within the paragraphs there is some variation in sentence structure and some attention to syntax.  The 
transitions from one paragraph to the next follow the logical organization set out in the introduction while 
the conclusion summarizes your main points.  
 
•Evidence of substantive revision:  Your final draft of Essay 1 is the culmination of three weeks of 
writing with some revision evident from Draft 1 to Draft 2 and Draft 2 to Draft 3.  The revisions between 
the drafts, demonstrate your understanding and application of the course definition of revision (via 
Sommers); that you reflected on revision as part of the writing process and had some plans for revision.  
 
•Accurate citation:  While your paper generally follows the proper citation guidelines discussed in class 
when you use a direct quote, paraphrase or otherwise use the ideas or words of others in a way that merits 
credit (as discussed in class), there is room for improvement.   
 
•Your essay exhibits general attention to spelling, syntax, grammar, and punctuation. Your paper 
demonstrates some attention to diction, and could improve for more careful proofreading in this regard.   
 
•Your essay follows most of the required formatting instructions 
 
In order to receive a C+ to C- (79-70) 
 



•Your essay addresses the essay prompt in a manner that demonstrates a point of view and is mindful of 
the rhetorical situation.  Your essay includes a description/or summary of the text enabling the reader to 
understand what your text is about although there is little or no analysis of the subject or how the author 
constructs meaning.  Your essay includes some examples from the text, although they do not 
convincingly support your thesis or controlling idea. 
 
•Development and organization:  Your essay has a thesis that addresses the essay prompt, though the 
reader is not adequately prepared for the rest of the essay after reading your introduction. The body 
contains complete paragraphs, although could be more thought-out and fully developed in order to more 
adequately support the thesis. The sequence of the paragraphs follows a logical organization that develops 
ideas to address the essay question and generally supports your thesis, although there is room for 
improvement. Within the paragraphs you could improve sentence variation, and generally pay more 
attention to syntax.  The transitions from one paragraph to the next generally follow a logical order, yet 
there are some rough transitions.  Your conclusion summarizes your main points.   
 
•Evidence of substantive revision:  Your final draft of Essay 1 is the culmination of three weeks of 
writing with some revision evident from Draft 1 to Draft 2 and Draft 2 to Draft 3.  It is clear that your 
paper could have benefited from more substantive revisions between the drafts.  The revisions between 
the drafts demonstrate some understanding and application of the course definition of revision (via 
Sommers and Harris). Your paper could definitely benefit from a re-reading and application of Sommers 
and Harris and from a detailed revision plan between the drafts.   
 
•Accurate citation:  While your paper follows the proper citation guidelines discussed in class when you 
use a direct quote, paraphrase, or otherwise use the ideas or words of others in a way that merits credit (as 
discussed in class), there is substantial room for improvement.  Your paper could definitely benefit from a 
round of proofreading with the course handbook in hand. 
 
•Your essay exhibits some attention to spelling, syntax, grammar, and punctuation. Your paper 
demonstrates some attention to diction, and could improve for more careful proofreading in this regard. 
Your paper could definitely benefit from a round of proofreading with the course handbook in hand. You 
may also have a writing tutor or peer help you proofread.  Definitely, re-read the essay on proofreading 
posted on Angel and try out the strategies suggested there as they could eliminate most of the mistakes in 
this essay. 
 
•Your essay follows some of the required formatting instructions.  Next time read and highlight the 
formatting instructions on the assignment sheet.  Generally they are the first few lines on the assignment 
handout 
 
 


