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You Family Immigration Story 

 
My parent’s decision to come to the Unites States in the late 1980s forever 
changed their lives as well as mine.  From the point of our arrival as 
undocumented immigrants⎯my mother as a twenty-one-year-old and me as a 
four-year-old⎯our lives have been full of struggle and uncertainty⎯Veronica 
Valdez, Underground Undergrads 
 

 
 For your first essay we would like you to tell us your family immigration story.  You can use the 
brainstorming and take-home writing we have been doing in preparation for this essay or you can start 
fresh.  You can tell the story of your family’s immigration in chronological order or you can begin with a 
vivid memory, event, feeling or family story.  There is no “correct” way to do this, the only requirement 
is that you take the time to really reflect on that period of your life, and if you were too small to 
remember, that you take the time to research that story by interviewing and talking to your family 
members and attempting to reconstruct that period and what was most important or striking about it. 
 
Instead of a list of events, as you write, try to reflect on what immigration meant for you as an individual 
and for your family as a whole.  In other words, take this essay as an opportunity for you to reflect deeply 
on your family’s immigration.  What comes out of this reflection will, of course, be different for each one 
of you yet the point is that you not only tell us what happened but that you also attempt to make meaning 
of what happened.  That is indeed the hallmark of a good personal essay which is exactly what we are 
asking you to write. 
 
Give it your best shot, and good luck! 
 
 


