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Applying Freire to Your Own Experience as a Student 

 
The teacher talks about reality as if it were motionless, static, compartmentalized, 
and predictable.  Or else he expounds on a topic completely alien to the 
existential experience of the students.  His task is to "fill" the students with the 
contents of his narration⎯contents which are detached from reality, disconnected 
from the totality that engendered them and could give them significance. Words 
are emptied of their concreteness and become hollow, alienated, and alienating 
verbosity (p.244) ⎯Paulo Freire The "Banking" Concept of Education 

 
 Surely, anyone who has made it through twelve years of formal education can think of a class, or 
an occasion outside of class, to serve as a quick example of what Freire calls the "banking" concept of 
education, where students are turned into "containers" to be "filled" by their teachers.  If Freire is to be 
useful to you, however, he must do more than call up quick examples.  He should allow you to say more 
than a teacher once treated you like a container (or a teacher once gave you your freedom).   
 Write an essay that focuses on a rich and illustrative incident from your own educational 
experience and read it (that is, interpret it) as Freire would.  You should need to provide careful detail: 
things that were said and done perhaps the exact wording on an assignment, textbook, or a teacher's 
comments.  And you will need to turn to the language of Freire's argument, to take key phrases and 
passages from his argument and see how they might be used to investigate your case. 
 To do this you will need to read your account as not simply the story of you and the teacher, since 
Freire is not writing about individual personalities (an innocent student and a mean teacher, a ride teacher, 
or a thoughtless teacher) but about the roles we are cast in, whether we chose to be or not by our culture 
and its institutions.  The key question, then, is not who you were or who your teacher was, but what roles 
you played and how those roles can lead you to better understand the larger narrative or drama of 
Education (an organized attempt to "regulate the way the world 'enters into' the students").   
 Note: Freire would not want you to work passively and mechanically, as though you were merely 
following orders.  He would want you to make your own mark on the work he has begun.  Use your 
example, in other words, as a way of testing and examining what Freire says, particularly those passages 
that you find difficult or obscure.  Give it your best shot, and good luck! 
 
The Pedagogy Behind This Writing (or, Why Are We Doing This?) 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 1.1, 1.2, 1.3,1.4  
 
This essay assignment fulfills several of our course learning objectives simultaneously. First, in line with 
our course theme Education and Identity it requires that you engage critical thinking and writing as a 
reflective process through which you develop a self-awareness about yourself as a student in this 
university.  The assignment requires you to identify key moments in your educational journey and reflect 
upon them, and evaluate them by thinking about your educational experience through Freire's critique of 
conventional educational methods (course objective 1.1).  In presenting your educational experience 
through Freire's lens, you will write an essay that contains a well-supported theses and that demonstrates 
your personal engagement and clear purpose (course objective 1.2).  You will practice developing 
rhetorical sensitivity in the process of selecting the examples from your personal educational experience 
and integrating them into your essay in a way that most convinsingly supports your thesis will require that 



you practice.  During the revision process you wrote critical reading logs, participated in class 
discussions, and completed in-class writing assignments meant to provide you with the opportunity to 
reflect on the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that can be generalized across a range of writing 
and thinking tasks.   
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 1.3 Reflect on and/or analyze rhetorical differences, both constraints and 
possibilities, of different modes of presentation 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 1.4 Reflect on the writing process as a mode of thinking and learning that 
can be generalized across a wide range writing and thinking tasks 
 
 
 

CTW 1 Essay 1 Grading Criterion 
 
The grading criterion for your first essay is based on the CTW 1 course objectives as outlined for you in 
the revised course syllabus.  In essence over the last four weeks we have been writing, revising, reading, 
revising again, engaging in discussion and peer-review and then rewriting.  All of these activities are 
aimed at meeting our course objectives: Critical reading and writing, writing essays that contain arguable 
thesis and demonstrate personal engagement, clear purpose, and sensitivity to rhetorical difference, as 
well as learning to pay attention to the writing/reading process as a mode of learning.  Your essays then, 
are evidence of your engagement and performance through this process and will be graded as follows. 
 
In order to receive an A to A- (100-90) 
 
•Your essay fully addresses the essay prompt in a manner that clearly demonstrates a critical point of 
view displaying depth of thought and is mindful of the rhetorical situation.  This means that your paper 
does much more than call up quick examples and says more than a teacher once treated you like a 
container.  The examples you provide are read as not simply the story of you and the teacher, since Freire 
is not writing about individual personalities (an innocent student and a mean teacher, a rude teacher, or a 
thoughtless teacher) but about the roles we are cast in, whether we chose to be or not by our culture and 
its institutions. In other words, through your examples you engage the key question in this essay: not who 
you were or who your teacher was, but what roles you played and how those roles can lead you to better 
understand the larger narrative or drama of education (an organized attempt to "regulate the way the 
world 'enters into' the students").   
 
•Development and organization: Your introduction thoughtfully prepares the reader for the analysis you 
are going to provide.  Your essay has a clear thesis that addresses the question, identifies the topics to be 
discussed and guides you and your reader through the essay. The body contains well thought-out 
paragraphs: Each paragraph is coherent and does one thing and does it well.  This usually means that each 
paragraph has a topic sentence that makes it clear what the paragraph is about.  The sequence of the 
paragraphs follows a logical organization that fully develops ideas to address the essay question and 
convincingly supports your thesis. Within the paragraphs there is variation in sentence structure and 
attention to syntax.  The transitions from one paragraph to the next follow the logical organization set out 
in the introduction while the conclusion summarizes main points and gives an overview of the answer in a 
way that makes the reader reflect on the analysis you have just provided. 
 
•Engagement and integration of sources:  You have integrated Freire into your paper in a sophisticated 
manner that clearly demonstrates you have carefully read, analyzed, and re-read Freire's argument.  Your 
integration of Freire into your essay then demonstrates not only a thorough understanding of Freire, but 
also a rhetorical sensitivity evidenced in your strategic use of Freire in each section of your essay, i.e. that 



you were conscious of the discursive move you were making in using a key phrase, a passage, or in 
paraphrasing his argument as you investigated your own educational experience.  
 
•Evidence of substantive revision:  Your final draft of Essay 1 is the culmination of three weeks of 
writing with substantial revision evident from Draft 1 to Draft 2 and Draft 2 to Draft 3.  The revisions 
between the drafts, demonstrate your understanding and application of the course definition of revision 
(via Sommers); that you reflected on revision as part of the writing process and constructed a revision 
plan.   
 
•Accurate citation:  Your paper follows the proper citation guidelines discussed in class when you use a 
direct quote, paraphrase, or otherwise use the ideas or words of others in a way that merits credit (as 
discussed in class and in the Lunsford handbook).   
 
•Your essay exhibits careful attention to spelling, syntax, grammar, and punctuation. Your paper 
demonstrates careful attention to diction, that you have indeed taken the time to consult a dictionary/ 
thesaurus in order to select the words that most precisely convey your meaning. 
 
•Your essay follows all the required formatting instructions 
 
In order to receive a B+ to B- (89-80) 
 
•Your essay addresses the essay prompt in a manner that demonstrates a critical point of view displaying 
depth of thought and is mindful of the rhetorical situation.  Your examples are strong and there is an 
attempt in your essay to make a connection between the examples you provide and the roles you played 
and how those roles can lead you to better understand the larger narrative or drama of education (an 
organized attempt to "regulate the way the world 'enters into' the students").   
 
•Development and organization: Your introduction prepares the reader for the analysis you are going to 
provide.  Your essay has a thesis that addresses the question, identifies the topics to be discussed and 
guides you and your reader through the essay. The body contains coherent paragraphs that do one thing 
and do it well.  This usually means that each paragraph has a topic sentence that makes it clear what the 
paragraph is about.  The sequence of the paragraphs follows a logical organization that develops ideas to 
address the essay question and generally supports your thesis, although there is room for improvement. 
Within the paragraphs there is some variation in sentence structure and some attention to syntax.  The 
transitions from one paragraph to the next follow the logical organization set out in the introduction while 
the conclusion summarizes your main points.  
 
•Engagement and integration of sources:  You have integrated Freire into your paper in a manner that 
demonstrates you have read, analyzed, and re-read Freire's argument.  Your integration of Freire into your 
essay demonstrates some rhetorical sensitivity.  While there is some variation in your integration of 
Freire, you generally made the same discursive move each time you use a key phrase, a passage, or 
paraphrased his argument.  
 
•Evidence of substantive revision:  Your final draft of Essay 1 is the culmination of three weeks of 
writing with some revision evident from Draft 1 to Draft 2 and Draft 2 to Draft 3.  The revisions between 
the drafts, demonstrate your understanding and application of the course definition of revision (via 
Sommers); that you reflected on revision as part of the writing process and had some plans for revision.  
 
•Accurate citation:  While your paper generally follows the proper citation guidelines discussed in class 
when you use a direct quote, paraphrase or otherwise use the ideas or words of others in a way that merits 
credit (as discussed in class), there is room for improvement.   



 
•Your essay exhibits general attention to spelling, syntax, grammar, and punctuation. Your paper 
demonstrates some attention to diction, and could improve for more careful proofreading in this regard.   
 
•Your essay follows most of the required formatting instructions 
 
In order to receive a C+ to C- (79-70) 
 
•Your essay addresses the essay prompt in a manner that demonstrates a point of view and is mindful of 
the rhetorical situation.  Your essay includes examples from your own educational experience and there is 
an attempt to integrate Freire's ideas although it is not clear that you have fully grasped the main 
argument and/or key concepts.   
 
•Development and organization:  Your essay has a thesis that addresses the question, though the reader is 
not adequately prepared for the rest of the essay after reading your introduction. The body contains 
complete paragraphs, although could be more thought-out and fully developed in order to more 
adequately support the thesis. The sequence of the paragraphs follows a logical organization that develops 
ideas to address the essay question and generally supports your thesis, although there is room for 
improvement. Within the paragraphs you could improve sentence variation, and generally pay more 
attention to syntax.  The transitions from one paragraph to the next generally follow a logical order, yet 
there are some rough transitions.  Your conclusion summarizes your main points.   
 
•Engagement and integration of sources:  You have integrated Freire into your paper in a manner that 
demonstrates you have read ad analyzed Freire's argument.  Your integration of Freire into your essay 
demonstrates some rhetorical sensitivity.  There is some variation in your integration of Freire, though 
you generally repeated the same discursive move each time you use a key phrase, a passage, or 
paraphrased his argument. Your paper could definitely benefit from careful study of sample essays in this 
regard (ask me for them).   
 
•Evidence of substantive revision:  Your final draft of Essay 1 is the culmination of three weeks of 
writing with some revision evident from Draft 1 to Draft 2 and Draft 2 to Draft 3.  It is clear that your 
paper could have benefited from more substantive revisions between the drafts.  The revisions between 
the drafts demonstrate some understanding and application of the course definition of revision (via 
Sommers). Your paper could definitely benefit from a re-reading of Sommers and construction of a 
detailed revision plan between the drafts.   
 
•Accurate citation:  While your paper follows the proper citation guidelines discussed in class when you 
use a direct quote, paraphrase, or otherwise use the ideas or words of others in a way that merits credit (as 
discussed in class), there is substantial room for improvement.  Your paper could definitely benefit from a 
round of proofreading with the course handbook in hand. 
 
•Your essay exhibits some attention to spelling, syntax, grammar, and punctuation. Your paper 
demonstrates some attention to diction, and could improve for more careful proofreading in this regard. 
Your paper could definitely benefit from a round of proofreading with the course handbook in hand. You 
may also have a writing tutor or peer help you proofread.  Definitely, re-read the essay on proofreading 
posted on Angel and try out the strategies suggested there as they could eliminate most of the mistakes in 
this essay. 
 
•Your essay follows some of the required formatting instructions.  Next time read and highlight the 
formatting instructions on the assignment sheet.  Generally they are the first few lines on the assignment 
handout 



 
 


