
English 705 – Pedagogy in Composition II 
 
Professor Tara Lockhart 
Mailbox:  HUM 125  Office Phone:   415.338.1711 
Office:  Humanities 466  Office Hours:  W3-6 pm, TH 2-3pm,  and by appointment 
Email:  taralock@sfsu.edu (the best way to reach me) 

 
Course Description: 
This class introduces students to the theory and practices needed to design required college-level writing 
courses, including:  overall course design, writing and sequencing assignments, responding to student writing, 
pedagogies that address diverse student needs, and acting as reflective practitioners of writing instruction.  
Some observation of writing instruction is required. 
 
The approach we will use in this class is highly self-reflective and student-centered.  Much of the success of 
this class is thus in your hands.  You will be expected to participate actively in class discussions and in small-
group conversations about the readings for the week.   You will be invited to continually revise and refine 
your own ideas and pedagogical methods throughout the term.  And you will engage in activities that will be 
crucial to you as a teacher:  sharing your work, reflecting on your successes and challenges, engaging with 
disciplinary tools (such as textbooks), and integrating theoretical concepts with pedagogical incarnations of 
those ideas. 
 
Required Texts: 
Glenn and Goldthwaite.  The St. Martin’s Guide to Teaching Writing.  (2008) 
Hillocks.  Teaching Writing as Reflective Practice.  (1995) 
White.  Assigning, Responding, Evaluating.  (2007) 
Coles.  The Plural I. (1988) – out of print.  Available on iLearn. 
Kameen.  Writing/Teaching:  Essays Toward a Rhetoric of Pedagogy. (2000) 
Other selected readings available online. 
Recommended:  Bartholomae.  Writing on the Margins. Essays on Composition and Teaching. (2004) 
 
iLearn: 
There will be an iLearn site for this course (http://ilearn.sfsu.edu).  Additional reading will be posted here, 
and occasionally you’ll be asked to post responses to questions or to your colleagues’ work on the site.  I will 
also send updates and occasional reminders through this site, so please be sure to have your account activated 
(and your SFSU email forwarded, if necessary) to receive messages. 
 
Disability Resources: 
I wish to make this course as accessible as possible to students with disabilities or medical conditions that 
may affect any aspect of course assignments or participation.  You are invited to communicate with me at the 
outset of the course or at your discretion about any accommodations that will improve your experience of or 
access to the course.  You can also contact the Disability Resource Center at 338-2472 (Voice/TDD). 
 
Assignments and Grading: 
Assignments are designed to actively engage you in the conversations and practices of the field and to assist 
you in developing your own theoretically-grounded, pedagogically responsible practices in return.  Each of 
these assignments is thus intended to hone the particular types of thinking, dialogue, reflection, and revision 
you will need to be a productive and knowledgeable teacher of writing. 
 
20% - Attendance, small-group discussion, meaningful participation in class, and support of 

colleagues. 



This portion of your grade will be assessed in terms of your demonstration of a careful and thorough 
reading of the materials and in the helpful and respectful assistance you provide your peers. 

 
15% - Observation Log with Reflection Essay: 

This activity is designed to acquaint those of you unfamiliar with what a FYC course looks like with a 
specific version of the course, while simultaneously allowing those of you who are already 
teaching/tutoring the opportunity to observe and reflect on pedagogical practices different from your 
own.  There is a good amount of latitude concerning what or who you observe so that this exercise 
can be as meaningful as possible for each of you.  Whatever literacy interaction you choose to 
observe (composition course, tutoring session, community literacy event, the teaching of writing at 
other grade levels), please attend 3-4 different sessions.  Keep a detailed log of the specifics of the 
event, questions/musings that arose for you during and after the event, connections between what 
you’ve observed and the work of our class, and finally your reflections and interpretations concerning 
your observation, including what you’d like to remember or take from this experience.  Please submit 
both your log (notes) as well as your reflection essay of 4-6 pages, remembering to write as an 
insightful, yet respective and generous, observer.   

 
15%- Teaching Segment: 

With a partner, you will engage the class with the reading for the day, as well as introduce new or 
supplementary concepts/resources/activities.  Before you teach your 20-30 minute segment, you will 
submit a joint lesson plan to me with objectives, an outline of activities, and a rationale.  To the extent 
that it will assist in your colleagues’ learning experience, you might also moderate an online 
discussion of pertinent questions/material before class.  After you teach, you will each individually 
submit a reflection that considers how the segment went, how it met/challenged your lesson plan, and 
what you learned from the experience (including what you might do differently in the future).   

 
20% - Textbook Project: 

Assessment and interpretive evaluation of a major composition textbook aimed at college-level 
writers.  Mini-presentation of salient results.  More details to follow. 

 
30% - Final Portfolio:  

1. Final Essay of 6-8 pages 
An essayisitic response to a problem, question, or intrigue you’ve grappled with this 
semester, this paper should draw on both our work as a class and the independent 
research and thinking you’ve done on this topic.  Please consider this final short essay as 
your chance to locate and enter a specific conversation in the field, offering your take on 
this issue and your own arguments and ideas in concise response.   

2. Final Course Materials (Syllabus,  Major Writing Assignments, One Graded Essay with 
Written Response, and Statement of Teaching Philosophy) 

As a revision of the work you’ve done all semester, please collect your course 
description, syllabus, major writing assignments, at least one student essay with your 
written response and grade, and your statement of teaching philosophy.  

3. Final Reflection  
A short, informal letter to me describing your work over the term and indicating what 
you have learned as a writer, student, and future compositionist.  In this letter, please 
also describe how your work in the other two components of this portfolio have 
influenced one another.  Finally, you should use this final reflection as a place to 
briefly describe your rationale for your teaching materials and situate the work you 
present within your own ongoing development as a writing teacher. 

 
 



Syllabus (subject to change to suit the needs of the class) 
**Primary readings listed below.  Regularly, key supplementary online articles will be announced in class. 
**For all drafts of assignments listed below, please bring 3 copies for in-class workshop/discussion. 
 
Week 1 (Jan 26th /27th, 2010):  Introductions.  What should student writing accomplish/look like? 
 In-class:  Discuss the relationship between writing assignments and student writing.  Sample prompts. 
 
Week 2 (Feb 2/3):  Writing Assignments:  The Core of the Course. 
 Please read:  Hillocks p.1-38; White p. 1-24; Glenn p.89-113.   

Draft 2 major (essay length) writing prompts.  Include all pertinent details, objectives, criteria for 
evaluation, and any resources/questions that will aid students. 

 
Week 3 (Feb 9/10):  The Big Picture:  Designing a Course. 
 Please read:  Hillocks p.76-123; White p. 163-187; Glenn p.1-41. 

Draft your course description and weekly syllabus (themes for the week, general reading, major 
assignments due).  Think about what you’d like students to be able to do by the end of the course and 
how you will help them arrive there. 
In-class:  Share, discuss, and generate questions in response to course designs that will help guide our 
inquiries this semester. 

 
Week 4 (Feb 16/17):  Day to Day:  In-Class Activities, Discussion, and Teaching Invention 
 Read:  Glenn p.42 – 65 and p. 149-173; Hillocks p. 39 – 75. 
 (Note:  teaching segments begin) 
 
Week 5 (Feb 23/24):  Working Both Sides of Assignments: Gateway Activities and Revision Strategies 
 Read:  Hillocks p. 124- 169.  Other articles TBA. 

Revise one of your writing prompts and Draft both a gateway activity and a revision exercise for that 
prompt. 

 
Week 6 (Mar 2/3):  Teaching through Commentary:  Responding to Student Writing 
 Read: Glenn p. 114 – 125; White p. 25– 72.  Additional articles TBA.  
 
Week 7 (Mar 9/10):  Teaching with Collaboration:  Peer Response and Writing Groups 
 Read: Glenn p. 66 – 88; White p.119 – 140.  Additional reading TBA.  

Draft of position paper due – 1-2 pgs single spaced.  
(Note:  Heavy reading and Observation Assignment due on the 23rd/24th.) 

 
Week 8 (Mar 16/17): No class – Conference on College Composition and Communication 
 
Week 9 (Mar 23/24):  A Semester’s Trajectory:  Writing Assignments and Sequencing 
 Please read Bill Coles’ The Plural I and Hillocks p. 170 – 188. 
 *Observation Log/Reflection due. 
 
Week 10 (Mar 30/31):  No class – Spring Break! 
 
Week 11 (Apr 6/7): More thinking about Assignments.  Teaching Personas. 
 Other articles TBA. 

*Textbook projects due; sharing of results (bring handout).   
 
Week 12 (Apr 13/14):  Relationships:  Conferencing/Helping Students 

Please read: Kameen, Part 1 and Hillocks p. 189-223. 



Bring revised writing assgn sequence to class (all major writing prompts plus revision prompts) 
 
Week 13 (Apr 20/21):  Evaluation and Assessment Part I 

Please read:  Kameen, rest of book and White p. 73 – 86. 
Bring revised course description/syllabus to class with necessary revisions to evaluation guidelines. 

 
Week 14 (Apr 27/28):  Cohesion and Polish:  Teaching Arrangement and Form/Teaching Style 

Multiple Paths:  Teaching Memory (and Research)/Teaching Delivery (Multiple 
Literacies) 

 Read Glenn p.174 – 263.   
 Draft of teaching philosophy due. 
 
Week 15 (May 4/5):  Evaluation and Assessment Part II/Thinking about WAC/WID 
 Read:  Glenn p. 125-147; White p. 87 – 118 and p. 141 – 162.  WAC/WID article TBA. 
 
Week 16 (May 11/12):  *Final Portfolios due.   

Sharing of materials, reflections.  Goodbyes.   
 

 

 


