
Critical Reading Log Difficulty Essay 3     Yolanda Venegas 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 1.1, 1.3, and 1.4 
 
Formatting requirements: one single-spaced page in 12 point Times New Roman font with one inch 
margins all around 
 
For your second Critical Reading Log Difficulty Essay you will have two options:  Option A, in which 
you can engage a difficult moment in Rich's essay and Option B in which you answer one of five critical 
reading questions. Your writing should take the form of an informal essay and be one page long. 
 
 
Option A: Approach a moment in Rich's "When We Dead Awaken" that you found strikingly complex 
and begin to work with it in order to get a better idea of its purpose and discursive work.  Think back to 
your first Critical Reading Log Difficulty Essay and how the reading process was divided into a series of 
steps: initial observations, question (s), + Plan of action, new insights, and reflection.   
 
Remember the purpose of following this reading sequence is to make thinking visible and allow you to 
approach the reading process more strategically.  Assignments of this nature allow you to learn what 
types of things are difficult for you to understand and to begin to develop a methodology for figuring 
them out, as well as to practice supporting the conclusions you come to with evidence from the text.   
 
After you’ve read Rich's "When We Dead Awaken" (perhaps more than once, or some sections more than 
once), please choose a passage to which you’d like to devote some time and thinking to and do the 
following: 
 

1. Locate a Passage to Work On; Articulate the Problem/Question  
Look for a section that particularly confused or interested you. What specifically did you find 
interesting, confusing, or difficult in this piece?  What might you want to know more about?  Be 
as precise as you can be.   

 
2. Question and Plan of Action  

Formulate a plan; list some ideas that you have for re-reading the difficulty section you will be 
focusing on.  Hint:  Reading the Questions for a Second Reading is a good strategy as they are 
designed to provide entries into the texts. 
 

3. New Insights 
Here's where you put your plan into action.  Re-read the text⎯all the way through⎯using 
whatever approach you have chosen.  Then reflect upon the text with a fresh perspective.  What 
new insights did you gain?  In what ways did your understanding change, shift or deepen after 
re-reading the piece? 

 
4. Reflection 

Please end this part of your Difficulty Essay by reflecting on the effectiveness of this approach.  
You might wish to consider questions such as the following:  In what ways did you strategies 
help you revise your initial reading of Freire?  How might you change your approach if you were 
to do this assignment again?  Did your inquiry lead you to ask additional questions? What do you 
see as the value of this assignment?  
 

 



Option B: This option consists of honing in on moments in the text that I found particularly complex.  I 
have designed the questions below to guide you through a critical re-reading of Rich.  If you select option 
B you are to answer one of the questions below 
 
1.  What do you think Rich means when she writes, "We need to know the writing of the past, and know it 
differently than we have ever known it; not to pass on a tradition but to break its hold over us" (522)? 
 
2. Think about our class discussions and readings on re-vision, is there a connection between the ways we 
have been thinking of revision in class and what Rich means in her call for re-vision?  (HINT: If you 
select this very interesting question, begin by telling me what Rich means by re-vision i.e. how she sees 
it). 
 
3. Discuss one rhetorical strategy Rich uses in her essay and the discursive work it accomplishes. Be 
specific. For example her use of the "I," her use of poems as evidence. 
 
4.  What do you think is at stake in this essay?  In other words, what is the exigency of the piece (522)?   
 
As always, give it your best shot, and good luck! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


